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tions, and consequently a certain amount
of protection must be taken, One natur-
ally expects to get the reply that Mr.
Cornell put forth. *IWhy not pay the
clerks better.”

Hon, J. Cornell: The gold mines do.

Hon. Sir K. H. WITTENOOM: These
are not gold mines buf mines for gold.
If you had to pay the elerks better wages
it would mean that greater charges would
have to be made on the commercial and
business people who deal with the banks.
The profits of a bank are not great. Let
the hon, member try to buy some sbares
and he will find that he will get a divi-
dend of 5 or 6 per cent., and if you
increase the cost the banks must put it
on to somebodv, and there will he a rise
in rates and discounnts, and other things.

Hon. J. Cornell: Suppose the Arbi-
tration Court gave them a rise, who
would you put it an to?

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: I
think probably it would close the banks.
The banks, as far as T know, endeavour
to deal with their employees as liberally
as they ean, and most of the emplovees
recogmise that. Anyone who has any
ambition, who hopes to be wealthy or rich,
will not remain in a bank long. The
hank is almost like a preliminary educa-
tion, and when a man gets £200 or £300
a vear he looks to go outside. If a com-
mercial firm wants a new man they go
to a2 bank beeause they know that the
clerks there have been thoroughly trained
and know the whole process of dealing
with money. Therefore, one daes not
expect clerks to remain long in banks.
T think the regulation is a fairly reason-
able one. As fo the reason put forward
by Mr, Cornell, T go back to the original
condition, and I think it is diffieult in-
deed to Hve with any comfort on £3 or
£3 10s. a week if a man is overtaken by
illness or troubles arise, or if food he-
eomes dearer, or anything of that kind.
But this clause is not to ston quite at
that. Say a man is getting 25s. or 30s.
a week on a farm or a station and he
saye, “I am going to zet married”; von
cannot sav to the man. “You must not.
there is no accommodation for you,” for
he will'say, T can live in a tent.” You
cannot attempt to stop him or prevent
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him, if you do you are liable to six
months’ imprisonment.

Hon., J. Carnell: The hon. member
wonld praise the bardy pioneer who took
his wife and family out in a tent and
started in that way.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: That
is a very different thing. The bhardy
ptoneer does not expect to get 25s. a
week; still with the man on the farm
there are many etceteras, he can keep
fowls and so forth. TUnder these cir-
cumstances T have pleasure in supporting
the second reading of the Bill, always pro-
viding that the Colonial Secretary will
give us full information as we go along
in Committee,

Question put and passed.

BRill read a second time.

House adjourned at 555 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: Water Supply De-
pariment, Exemption from detailed andit
by the Aunditor General.

By the Minister for Lands: Karrakatta
Cemetery Board, sixteenth annual report.

QUESTION-METROPOLITAN
SEWERAGE SYSTEM,
Mr. MONGER asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is he correctly reported in the
West Ausiralian of the 1st inst. as hav-
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ing said that the municipalities of Hobart
and Brisbane have adopted the septic
tank system for the treatment of their
sewerage? 2, On what dates and times
were the gaugings taken at Bunbury
Bridge, on the Swan River, that enabled

him to say that 550,000,000 gallons of .

water passed underneath it every 24 hours
thronghout the vear? 3, Was this an
average, or were the gaugings taken as
they should have been in the driest period
of the year? 4, Do the gaugings show
that there was a change of water, or
mercly the same water passing up and
down in aceordance with tidal influence?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, No. The sewerage schemes at
Hobart and Brisbane are controlled by
Boards, not the muniecipalities, It is true
as already reported that the Board at
iBrisbane has adopted the septic tank
syslem of sewage disposal. At Hobart,
information to hand since the depntation
diseloses that the septic tank which had
been installed was being diseontinued,
owing to the fact that a sea outfall was
found practicable, 2, The only gaugings
were taken from the 9th to 21st June,
1913, and at hourly intervals in each day.
3, The gaungings represent an average of
the period mentioned, which was at a
time when the river flow was abnormally
low, being prior to the winter rains. 4,
The gaugings show that there was a
movemnent of water fo the extent mén-
lioned, which undoubtedly represents a
change of that volume of water. The data
obtained does not indicate how far this
movement is due to tidal influence.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1913-14.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day, Mr.
MeDowall in the Chair,

Department of Agrienlture and Indus-
tries (Hon. T. H. Bath, Minister) :

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
T. H. Bath): I propose, in introdueing
the Hstimates which are under my con-
trol as Minister for Agriculture and In-
dustries, to cover the ground inelnded in
the whole of the Divisions. I might pre-
free my remarks by stating that in my
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epinion this is the most important de-
rartment of the State, because we know
that the disposal of land in Australia has
always been easy, and at the present
time there are theose who are inelined to
dig up the bones of former Ministers for
Lands and heap eontumely on them, be-
enuse they made the disposal of land easy.
and did not safeguard the use of the land.
It is all very well, however, to pass jndg-
menl on those who have gone hefore, but
each of them, from the days of Sir John
Robertson onward, did his best according
to his Hghts and the knowledge of the
time. After all, the use of the land, and
the means by which those who scttled
on the land to bring it to the best pos-
sible use, are in my opinion of the great.
est concern to us as a community, Tt is
therefore, gratifying to know that during
the past year there has been a big in.
erease in the area improved, and it is
more gralifying to kmow that the area
cropped has shown a substantial advance.
Not only has there been this inerease in
the area under crop, but members will
agree that there has been a considerable
improvement in the methods of enltiva.
tion. From the work of men like Mr.
Sutton, the Commissioner for the wheat
belt, and other officers, the results which
have been achieved by practical farmers
who carry on np-to-date methods of eul-
tivation, and who are always aon the look
out for improvements in the method of
working, the newspapers which devote a
counsiderable portion of their space to the
encouragement of the primary industries,
all these have a heneficial effect in not
only inereasing the area under cultiva-
tion, but, what is more important, bring-
ing about an increase in the yield. After
all, it is a matter of great concern to the
individual farmer, not only that he shounld
get a substantial area under crop, but
if, by improved methods, he can inecrease
the yield per acre, it will mean more
profit to him, and will be more likely to
lead to the prosperity of the industry
as a whole. I do not propose to repeat
the fignres which have been given in re-
gard to the yield of wheat for the last
year and the estimate for the fortheoming
year, T think that the estimate of
12,000,000 bushels is a fair one, and while
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there are those who say it will exceed
this by probably a million bushels, even
if it reaches the 12,000,000 mark it will

mean & big advanece in our produection in
Western Auslralia, and will, T think, con-
stitute a good advertisement for the agri-
cultnral possibilities of the State. The
area under potatoes was a diminishing
quantity up to the end of 1911, but dur-
ing 1912 it increased by 50 per cent..
and up to February, 1913, it showed an
increase of 100 per cent. There are now
5,280 acres under potatoes. The increase
fur 1913 wil] not be available until Feb-
tuary of next year. There is also a
greater demand for a good strain of
seed potatces, and the improved effect in
Western Australia has been such that
there is here at the present time a demand
not only from the other States but from
outside Australia for seed potatoes. The
area planted with orchards continues to
show a steady increase, In -February,
1913, there was 19,154 acres planted with
orchards, and that means a great deal
‘in Weslern Australin in any comparison
with the Eastern States, hecause our
orchards have been planted at a later
date, and there has been a veryv consider-
able improvement in the varieties planted
in these orehards. It is probable. there-
fore. that when this area comes into
bearing we will be able to show a better
result per acre than some of the export-
ing States on the Eastern side. Of that
total of 19,154 aeres, one-half is in bear-
ing, although I am inclined to think that
ineluded in the area of oaver 9,000 acres
in bearing there is a eonsiderable number
of tress which are at a young stage and
only in partial bearing. The export of
fruit was 65,203 cases in 1012, and
71,255 cases in 1913, The increase was
not as substantial as we might have ex-
pected in view of the inereased area com-
ing into bearing, but I understand from
inquiries made by the departmental offi-
cers 1hat a greater quantity was held
in anticipation of better prices towards
the end of the season in Western Aus-
tralia, The fruit exported to European
countries still maintained the premier
pesition so far as price is econcerned in
comparison with other States. although
the averaze prire was oot so hizh as in
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the preceding year. The export of grapes
tncreased to 2,000 cases, and the average
price obtained was 15s. per case, which
is considered a very saiisfactory result.
Another feature that marks a distinet
advance upon which our mannfacturing
industries ean congratulate themselves
is that the increase in the export
of flour has been of a very
substantial character. In 1911
the wvalne of flour exported was
£53,302. In 1912 it had increased to
£120,400, whilst in 1913 to the 30th June,
the value of flour exported was £144,283.
The Department of Agriculture still eon-
tinues to issue bulleling on varions points
of interest to the agrienlturists of ihe
State. Those bulletins have taken the place
of the Agricultural Journal, although
personally T believe that the Agricullural
Journal is a preferable method of con-
veying this information {o agrieulturists.
However, the fact remains that there is
a very great demand for the bulletins is-
sued by the department, and the requests
received for a large number of them have
necessitated reprints being made, I ean-
not speak too highly of the work of all
the agricultural eommissioners, I think
we ean congratulate the member for Norx-
tham (Hon. J. Mitchell) on the seleclion
he made in those three gentlemen, the
Commissioner for the Wheat Belt, the
Commissioner af ¥ruit Industries, and the
Commissioner for the South-West. I want
to say as a {ribute to them that they have
not spared themselves. There is no ques-
tion of an eight hours’ day for the agri-
eultural commissioners. The aggregate
mileage of journeys they have travelled
for the purpose of lecturing to the farm-
ers on matters of interest and paying
visits of inspection at the requests of sei-
tiers has been very great indeced, and the
large number of letters which are received
appreciative of their efforts ia a ‘tribute
to the work they are accomplishing. The
Commissioner for the Wheat belt in con-
nection with the branelh more parti-
culartvy under his control has done
splendid work, although to a certain
cxtent his encrgies have been ulilised
in connection with the work of the
seed wheat hoard, but anart from that
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he is making his influence felt with the
farmers of the State, and it is a physical
impossibility for Mr. Sutton to fulfil all
the engazements that are asked of him.
We sometimes have complaints that he
has not visited certain centres, and the
reply has to be sent that he is incapable
of fulfilling all the requests that have
been made. During the year the receipt
of a notification from South Africa that
a shipment of grain to that country would
require to be accompanied by a certificate
neeessitated us having an inspection made
of grain at the ports of shipment in order
that the certificate might be issued. In
other directions the work of the commis-
sioner will be of untold benefit to the
State, for instanee, the experimental trials
which are taking place at the State farms
are already proving useful and providing
information which will guide farmers of
this State in their future efforts. At the
present time we are conducting trials as
to the best quantity of wheat to sow, both
for hay and grain, the best quantity of
fertiliser to use per aere, and competitive
irials as to different varieties and results
for grain and hay. Over 2,000 small
samples of wheat have been sent to set-
tlers to utilise these small envelopes of
grain to build up their own supply of
seed wheat. We also sent this year 42
sets of secd to the State schools situated
in the agricultura]l areas in order that the
sehool children might be instructed in the
work of growing wheat, and more partic-
ularty in regard to the treatment of smut.
In this conneetion I wish to say, speaking
of my own farming operations, that I
have found some of the results which have
been obtained through this experimenlal
work initiated by Mr. Sutton to be of
very great advantage. Tor instance, in
connection with the trials as to the best
quantity of wheat fo sow, these were
initiated last year and the resulls
at (he Chapman, Nangeenan anl
Narrogin  farms went to show that
both for hay and grain 45lbs. of
seed to the acre was best, Of course the
commissioner points out that he is not
prepared to dogmatisc on one year’s op-
erations, and that these trials will have
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to be condueted over a number of years
before the results can be set before the.
farmers with any degree of certainty,
However, I thought the result sufficiently
good to follow in connection with my own
farming operations, and by following the
advice of Mr. Sutton in that respeat I
have found it to be highly advantageous.
In another respect I have profited by Mr.
Sutton’s adviee, and that is in connection
with the treatment of smut. Previously
the method adopted by me, following the
example of those snrrounding me, was to
tie the wheat up in butts and soak it in
a bluestone solution, This year, acting
on the advice of Mr. Satton, I bluestoned
it in an open sack, skimmed off the smut
balls, and then limed it, and I had splen-
did results, hoth as regards germination
and freedom from smut. I mention these
as instances where the work of Mr. Sui-
ton is advantageous to the farmers, and
in foture I will watch the trials he is
conducting as to the quantity of wheat
to sow, the quantity of fertiliser to use,
the best varieties of wheat, and also the
depth of ploughing, with very great in-
terest. Then, too, the work in eonnection
with the produetion of pure seed wheat
true to name is proceeding satisfactorily,
and the commissioner anticipates that as
a result of the plots sown this season he
will have 10,000 bushels of about ten dif-
ferent varieties for supply to the farmers,
Those 10,000 bushels represent in the
case of each variety the result of one
plant of four years ago, and that means
that, with the care that has been exers
cised, he is able to guarantee {fo tha
farmers who purchase this seed that it,
will be absolutely true to name, and will
not inelude forcign varieties. Of course,
the cost of producing seed wheat under
these conditions is very much higher than.
in the ease of the crdinary supply, and.
the purpose of the department is to sup:
ply it in small quantities to ecach indi-
vidual farmer and then advise him to
sow it on clean new ground, or on Iand
which he is sure 15 free {from other vari-
cties, and so gradually build up his own
supply of seed wheat. The price pro-
posed is Gs. per bushel in the case of two
or threc varieties, and 5s. per bushel in
the case of others. These prices compare
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more than favourably with that charged
in New South Wales, where seed wheats
produced from stud plets are sold at
75. B6d. per bushel. In conneetion with
the work under the control of Mr. Sut-
ton, I am glad to say that we have made
provision for the iniliation of a scheme
of agricultural education, and we propose
10 make a start at the Narrogin State
farm. The wnatier has heen under con-
wideration for some {ime, but sinee the
University nuthorities have decided to
donstitute a chair of agrienlture and have
appointed Professor Patterson tfo that
<hair we have availed ourselves of the
opportunity of consulting that gentleman
in eonnection with this proposal. He and
Mr. Sutton have been in eonference and
have visited the farm, and T am glad to
say that the scheme has the approval of
Professor Patterson.  The work which
will be set out at- Narrogin State farm
will bea link in the chain of agricultural
education, and if the student so desires
it, will ultimately enable him to obtain
the degree or diploma of the University.

Alr. E. B. Johnston: Wil ihe professor
dontinue to supervise the work?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:. No,
the work will be under the control of the
Agmicultural Department, with the assist-
ance, of course, of the Fdueation Depart-
ment, and so far as the University is con-
cerned its sphere will be in connection
with the examination of the work accom-
plished and the decision as to whether
that work comes up to the standard re-
qiired by the University. In regard to
the work in the South-West, I may say
that Mr. Connor is a familiar figure in
that portion of the State, and I under-
stand that latterly his enthusiasm for the
introduction of a-fodder plant that he
tegards as suitable for the South-West-
ern area has led to his being dubbed Mr.
“Berséem” Connor. However, that nick-
mame is on indication of the enthusiasm
he is patiing into his labour., The result
of the importation of seed was that over
170 persons availed themselves of the
sapply, and plots of this particular
clover were grown by a number of dif-
ferent settlers in various parts of the
State, which is an indiecation that it will
prove of value to the development of the
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Sonth-Western areas, 1t is true some
gentlemen in diseussing the matter
have fold me the question as to whether
it will seed itself is a matter that has to
be decided before its full value is known.
If they have to go to the labour, year by
vear, of purchasing seed and also of cul-
tivating it, the advantages will net Le so
great as anticipated.

Hon. J. Mitehell: Mr. Connor says it
will seed freely.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: At
the State farm it reeded freely, bul 1 do
ot know what has been the resnlt in other
places. We are also providing for (he im-
portation of a fairly large quaniity of
seed of the Wesltern Wolth rye grass. This
has resulted salisfaclorily, for we have re-
ceived ovders for more than the quantity
of seed to be imported. At the Brunswick
State farm a much larger area is nnder
cultivation this year than last year, 414
acres as compared withh 260 acres last
year, We have 80 acres under Algerian
oats and 30 acres under variouns kinds of
wheat in small plets. The following are
the wvarieties:—Fairbank, Bunyip, Fed-
eration, Yandilla King, Hugenot, White
Tusean, Dart’s Imperial, and Berthoud.
There are 48 acres of Berseem clover, 130
aeres of the land is fallowed, 8 acres un-
der potatoes, two acres under pumpkins,
two under pig-melons, 15 under maize,
half an acre under Soya beans, 33 aeres
under lueerne, three-quarters of an acre
under sugar beet, half an acre under
carrots, and 60 acres under mixed grasses.,
In connection with the eultivation of vari-
ous kinds of grasses we have also carried
on certain pot culture in Perth in order
that the farmers may be assisted in
readily identifying the various grasses
sold in the seed stores and narseries.
At Denmark we have a small area of 27
acres in all, which is utilised as an ex-
rerimental or demonstration farm in that
centre, and the areas under cultivation
necessarily are small; it is only being
utilised temporarily as a demonstration
farm for the settlers. In the Denmark
agricultural area we have a dairy
erected and propose when the settlers are
in a position to obtain cows under our’
scheme and have the requisite fodder, to
erect the necessary machinery for treat-
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ing their produet and supplying butter
fo the loeal market. The experiment, of
" epurse, is a small one and the production
will not be very high, but the disastrons
results whieh cecarred through the flood-
ing of their polato crops shows that they
must have some alternative. On the area
the scheme has been taken up with en-
thusiasm, and the settlers have had the
assistance of Mr, Connor and Mr. Pat-
terson, of the Agricultural Bank, and on
a recent visit these gentlemen were fav-
ourably jmpressed with the growth of the
fodder, not only dersonstrating the value
of the farm, but also the advantage of
following the adviee of Mr. Connor, In
angther direction too, that of the work
under the irrigation expert, a very large
amount of pood work is being done, and
although at the time Mr. Scott was ap-
pointed there was a fair amount of ecriti-
cism, I have to say in this selection the
choice of the member for Northam was
a good one. Mr, Seott has earried out his
work with very great benefit to the set-
tlers who have songht his advice. In
this case, too, we have received many ap-
preciative letters expressing satisfaetion
with the work accomplished on the set-
tlers’ behalf. There are, at the present
time, about 300 small irrigation schemes
in operation in the State, more partien-
larly in the South-Western area, and this
must have a great effeet in inereasing the
production of that part of the State.

Mr. Price:
ranted #

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ab.-
solutely. I think the results are very
satisfactory, indeed so satisfactory are
they that within the past two years
there have been very many purchases of
land in the South-West area. This land
that was partially improved, in some in-
stances not very much improved, had been
keld for a number of vears. These have
been taken over by men with capital
and the development has heen of a very
satisfactory character, and certainly
means Trevolutionising the aftitude of
the public towards onr Souih-West area.
The Commissioner for Fruit Industries
bas recently attended the Fruit Growers’
Conference in Adelaide. The depart-

Was the experiment war-
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ment has not been represented at this
annual gathering for some years past,
but I recognised that the fruit industry
wag of such a character that it was de-
sirable that we should be represented at
this annual conference of fruitgrowers,
and in pursuance of that opinion, Mr.
Moody attended in Adelzide recently.
\WWe have a demounstration orchard of 20
acres at the Brunswick State Farm, and
although it has only been planted two
vears, the trees are making satisCactory
progress. In connection with the planting
of the orchard. at the outset Mr. Moody
was instructed to keep very careful ae-
connt of lhe cost of planting and the up-
keep vear by vear, not only that we may
have a comparison with the resunlts ob-
tained by private growers, but as a
means of refercnce to those desirons of
embarking their capital in the fruit-
arowing industry, and who are desirous
of obtainine information as to the total
eost of bringing an orchard into bearing.

Mr. Tarvey: Have you a nursery in
connection with the orchard?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No
we have not. The work of iree-pulling,
whieh has been carried on for some years.
past is still being continued, and as a re-
sult of the continuance of this work, im--
provement is effected from time to time,
and the cost per acre has been gradually
reduced. During last year a total area
of 5,530 acres were pulled in this man-
ner. The scrub-rolling operations have
not been so successful becanse mnch of
the country being rolled is not in the
nature of serub, but consists of fairly
large trees, and the result is that the
strain on the plants is very great indeed.
However, we have rolled 5,900 acres
during the year, and the results have
shown that the cost of rolling with this
plant is much smaller than by the old
method of eutting down and burning
which was previously adopted. The cold
storage works at Albany were opened
during the last financial year, and the
trade or business being done by -these
works is steadily inereasing. It is true
that it has not yet reached the profit-earn-

ing stage, but it i= hoped that with the

development of the area adjacent to-
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Albany and the development of the
fruit growing industry in that part,
these works will ultimately not only be
a profit-earning concern, but of greater
advantage in the development of that
part of the State. In connection with
the implement works, which were the
subjeet of eriticism from time to time,
and the subject of remarks of a facetious
character as to their ultimate sucecess or
completion, I am pleased to say that the
work of .construetion is progressing sat-
isfactorily, and the manager anticipates
that the works at Rocky Bay will be
completed by the middle of January.
These works, when completed, will be
equal, if neot superior, te any factory of
the kind in the whole of Australia. The
manufacture will be carried on standard-
ising lines, everything being done to de-
crease the eost of manofacture. During
the time the works at Rocky Bay were
in course of erection, we erected a
small annex to the barbour works and
carried on the mapufacture of imple-
ments, which were exhibited at the royal
show., It i1s proposed between now and
the time that the works will be ecom-
pleted, to circularise the farmers
throughout the State, and we anticipato
the business received will he such as to

make it unnecessary to appoint agents to .

travel thiroughout the State so as to ob-
tain orders, We have already received
numerons letters requesting the supply
of implements almost immediately, and
when we manufacture on a wholesale
scale there will be no difficulty, I am
sure, in seeuring orders. Of course, the
ultimate purpose is not only to have the
main works at Roeky Bay, buf to have
depdts established at various centres to
reach the surronnding agricultural arcas
conveniently. It will be necessary to
erect depots at places like Geraldton, and
possibly Northam.

Mr. F. B. Johnston:
Narrogin?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do
not know about Narrogin. The depits
will be fixed at eentres convenient to the
farmers so that renewals and repairs ean
bo effected. As the machines will bo

Yhat about
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rtandardised, parts will be obtainable of
any machine turned out.

Mr. Male: Will yon sell on credit or
for cash?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon, member lias asked a question that
has, of course, to he decided, and in that

-respect we will have fo follow the ex-

awple of others disposing of agrieultural
machinery. Our proposal is to provide
for a payment which will be sufficient
to cover depreeciation through the misuse
of the machine, that is a deposit of oue-
third down and extending the payment
for two years. That is one payment
down and two annual payments to com-
plete the purchase.

My, George: You neced special powers
for that,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, we
do not.

Mr, George: You cannoi part with the
State's goods unless you get cash,

The MINISTER ¥FOR LANDS: We
would do exaetly as we do in regard to
the payment for other services rendered
to settlers, For imstance, we take time
payment for the work which is done in
clearing and serub-rolling, and even if
it is necessary to secure special power, of
course that will have fo be dore.

Mr. George: You will have to do it,
you will find.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
question as to the price at whieh machines
will have to be sold has to be considered
in relation to the cost of manufaeture,
and the hon. member for Murray-Welling-
fon will recognise that in connection with
big works of that kind the question as to
cost is very important and vital. T rea-
lised that early, and not only had the
report of the manacer based upon his ex-
perience in works in the Eastern States,
and the report of the accountant of the
department, bot T also ronstituted a small
board. We obtained the services of an
officer of the Railway Department, who,
for years, has heen enzaged in that worlk,
and visited various denartments, such as
the Prinling Office, Stores Department,
and obtnined information as to their rac-
thods, in order that we might fix an cffec-
{ive and satisfactory scheme for cosling.
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As a result of the work of that small com-
mittee a scheme was drawn up and sub-
mitted to ns. It has been put in opera-
tion, so that from the very outset we will
be able to see in making up the cost of
manufacture that it is done on sound
lines and lines that will enable ns to be
absolutely sure that our costing is right.

Mr. George: Have vou fixed any margin
over the cost?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
have, I realised at the outset that we had
to. absolutely safeguard ourselves in re-
gard to the selling price of these machines.
If a price is fixed which is on the safe
side, and it is found too high, it can easily
Ybe brought down, but it is a long way more
diffieult, if a price is fixed too low, to put
it np.

My. Turvey interjected,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
not going to make any promises as to what
we are going to do in the future. The
price at present is substantially cheaper,
and if we find later on that a reduection
ean be made it will be done, as we are
not going to be Shylocks in the matter of
profit. The costing will be under the
conirol of the accountant of the depart-
ment, and in that respect will be a check
on the work of the manager, so far as
estimates of the cost of the machines are
concerned. In connection with the Agn-
cultural Bank, I had anticipated baving
some details as to the work sinee the elose
of the financial year, but these have not
come to hand, The Premier in the conrse
of his Budget speech gave details and
figures up to 30th June, and I do not
think it is necessary for me to repeat them
here, except to say that before the close
of the session it will be absolutely neces-
sary for us to approach the House for a
further inerease of eapital. That matter
is now being fixed up between the Colo-
nial Treasurer and the managing trustee,
and I hope a Bill will be introduced at an
early date. I have much pleasure in in-
troduteing these items,

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam).: It
had been very interesting to listen to the
speech made by the Minister and probably
there never was a time when the Minister
admitted anything he (Mr. Mitehell) .did
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was right, but in the department at the
present time nothing that was done
seemed, according to the Minister, to be
wrong. Unfortunately, however, it would
be necessary for him to criticise in some
small way some of the details in connec-
tion with the management of the depart-
ment, but that of course was inevitable,
He had heard with satisfaction that the
Minister proposed te spend wmore this
year than he spent last year. We were
told that the respectable sum of £96,000
more was to be voted, but on investiga-
tion found that £94000 represented
money to be spent on the trading con-
cerns, which were really foreign to the
ordinary work of agriculture and foreign
to the work dealt with by the Minister
to-day. The details of this expenditure
would be covered by meat sales, stoek
sales, and the implement works. He
noticed that the Minister proposed to
spend something like £32,000 on his weat
shops and expected from the sales fo re-
ceive £35,000, but when we looked into
the matter we found that there was no
provision for loss on the purchase of
stock, and there were no office charges,
and nothing seemed fo be allowed for de-
partmental cost, so that it locked very
like a loss in connection with this business.
The loss on the Bovril Company’s cattle
purchased for the butcher shops alone
must be fairly considerable, and would
go a long way to swamp (he difference be-
tween £32,000 and £35,000. He ventured
to say that these meat shops had not been
the success that was expected of them,
and the Minister to-day had not evan
claimed that they were a suceess. Time
and again he (Mr. Mitchell) had looked
into the market and found that the gual-
ity of beef was certainly poor eompared
with what could be obtained from other
stores, and the meat generally was not
up to standard. If the Government weie
going to supply the poor working men
of this City with meat, that meat should
at lenst be as good as was procurahle
elsewhere. The Minister had set to work
to ‘provide cheap meat and to that end
it had been necessary that-he shounld buy
sieamers to bring his caitle from :-the
North. - He {Mr. Mitchell) did not wish
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to diseuss the State steamers at this june-
ture, although the State steamers were
bought, we were told, in order that this
business might be undertaken. The re-
sull{ was a considerable logs on the State
steamers, and he feared also a consider-
able loss on the butchers’ shaps then-
selves.

The CHAIRMAN: The State steamers
had nothing to do with agrieulture.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It was not his
wish just now to diseuss the State steam-
ers, although they were part of the but-
chers’ shops. However, the hon. member
for Kimberley (Mr. Male) wonld look
nto this matter later on, At any rate
the loss on this venture must be added
to the loss on the meat sales. The Gov-
ernmenl lad purchased eattle for their
shops apparently as ordinary cattle
dealers, and it was hard to tell where the
purchases for the shops left off and
where the purchases for the purpose of
dealing began. We knew very well that
tiie Minister had an item on the Estimates
for the purchase of stock for the purpose
of sale, and incidentally he was nsing Yan-
danooka as a fattening place. The Min-
ister proposed to spend a very consider-
able sum in this way, £15,000 for steck,
and it was expected that lis revenue
would be £19,000. If we added the
£15,000 he proposed to spend, with the
other items, £950 for freight, and interest
un the cost of Yandanooka, some £6,000.
il would be seen that the Minister would
have a fairly big loss on that business.
The butehers’ shops of course might be
some advantage to someone, small econ-
sumers in Perth. but (he stock dealing
could only benefit fairly large holders.
1f the Minister was huying stoek from
the Bovril Comrany, which was preside:d
over by Lord Brassey and represented
here by Sir Edward Wittenoom, he was
buying stock not from the small grower
of the North but a rich company. Was
it the wish of the people of this country
tbat the Government should enter upon
this business of stock dealing, that they
gshonld become stock dealers? He was
snre that while many would agree to the
business being undertaken for them if
there was a profit, few wonld agree to
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huving the business done for them if the
loss was considerable. He wanied to
kuow why £950 was all that was allowed
for freight when one purchase repve-
sented two or three thousand cattle. There
musl he some mislake in this item, as £050
wonld eover freight only on 250 head,
With regard te {he implement works, he
believed the Minister had got a good man,
capable of running these works if given
a free hand, The Minister should not
need to appoint a lot of little boards,
one to fix the price of implements, and
another terms of sale, and so on. 1f this
man was given a free hand he would pro-
bably do something with these works, but
it he was restricted in his operations and
subjected to red tape the prospecis were
not good.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The works are a
success, and you do not like it.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: We are told that
thie works were a great suecess, but he
did not know what they had sold yet.
Tf they had sold anything it was little
indeed, but of all the enterprises entered
into he thought this had a greater chance
of proving succesful than any of the
other branches. He did not wish it to
be thought for one moment that the Gov-
ernmeni conld run this venture snccess-
fully, and they were not likely to run it
profitably, unless they changed their
methods. He wished the Minister to real-
ise that the ruestion was not one of a
low priced machine, but a machine that
would mean good value.

The Minister for Lands: That is the
first consideration with us.

Ion, J. MITCHELL: At the royal
show there was an exhibit and he ven-
tured to say the Minister should never
have had that exhibit there. The work
was hurried and they could not have had
time to finish their machines properly.
The exhibit that was sent to the royal
show, he veniurel to say, would not have
been =ent by any ordinary trader wishing
to get custom. He had had an oppor-
tanity of diseussing a machine with the
hon. member for Subiaco (Mr, B. J.
Stubbs) and the Minister for Works.
The member for Subiaco, of course, was
loud in his praise of this machine and
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the Minister for Works was very safisfied
with the box of the harvester.

The Minister for Works: Yon started
to criticise it.-

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There was no
desire to criticise that exhibit, If it was
the best that could be done by the works
it ought to have been better. Still he did
not think it was the best, becanse it had
been hurriedly prepared. Let the Minister
provide a barvester which would be worth
the money charged. It did not matter
whether 1t was £50, £80, or £90, so long
as it was a good wheat-saving machine
and would last. The Minister could give
terms, The JMinister need not ask onc-
third down. In eases where the Agricul-
tural Department could not pay for these
machines, he eould give easy terms, Let
him make a better article and spread the
payment over three years if necessary,
but not send out to unfortunale people
living 100 miles from the coast a maehine
which would@ not prove satisfactory, but
would result in great foss. The Minister
would be subject to keen competition, not
by reason of anything which the Min-
ister did, but because during the last year
or two several sellers of machinery had
come on the market, and the competition
wonld hecome very keen indeed. The
Minister’s manager would have to be
keen and the impilements good. Jf he
was going to turn out a plough let it he
a plough that the farmer wanted.

Mr. Turvey: Then the advent of the
State works did some good in bringing
down priees.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It was hoped
the prires wounld eome down. There was
room for reduection,

My, Priece: Would there have heen a
reduction without the works?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There would be
a rednetion and a preftv keen fight before
very lorg. Of eourse we were spending
s rood deal of momnev on fhese works,
and the Minister wounld find it neres=ary
to srend a good deal of moncy in eon-
nee'ion with plant and stoek, It would
be necessary fo pay his manager very
much more than the £504 proposed to be
paid, and it wounld be necessary also to
employ brains to compete sueeessfully

2407

with the brains opposed to him, The
Minigter was in competition with hun-
dreds of factories of other States and
countries, The Minister had brought ir a
reaper and binder. Since the binder was
not made in the Government works it
was an imported machine, and he was
afraid it would prove deficient in the
heavy crops of this eountry. If was a
very light machine and if the Minister
would go lo Sandover's and see a Me-
Cormack or a Massey-Harris he would
see a very much stronger machine,
although perhaps very little heavier. The
hay crop was very heavy in this State.
He himself had hought one machine which
had to be thrown out of use immediately
because it was not capable of doing the
work., The Minister had brought in a
machine which he ¢ould sell a few ponnds
cheaper than a good Massey-Harris, but
which was not likely to do the work so
satisfactorily. Let the Minister give the
farmer a good machine that would be of
first quality, He agreed with the Minis-
ter that the officers of the Agrieultural
Department were capable of doing good
work, and were doing good work. This
derartment was of the utmost importance,
and its under secretary was an import-
ant offieial to the people. The work of
that under secretary, whom he believeil
to be thoroughly efficient, was not con-
fined merely to the work of production.
Tt was his duty to watch the interests of
the farmer, to wateh the markets and to
give onnartunity to the farmer of export-
ing. We were exporting a econsiderable
portion of our produce, but we were eom-
pelled to import bags and fertilisers. The
Under Secretary should concern himself
in both these matters. Tt was understood
that that officer was already doing so.
We reouired the cheapest freights to the
old world. and when it came to ihe anes-
tion of importing bags he believed we
were pavine more than we should de, If
the Minister were to send one of the Btate
steamers for a load of hags the steamer
would be doing some good.

The Minister for Lands: Tt would not
cheapen the price

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
did not know that. It was not possible
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for anyone to advise the Minister on the
point unless that person had been in toueh

. witl the market for a considerable time
past.

The Minister for Lands: I have looked
into the guestion myself.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Where did yon
lock?

The Minister for Lands: I looked up
returns of the Agrieultural Department
in India.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: That informa-
tion would be absolutely useless, for the
crop varied from day to day.

The Minister for Lands: That is the
frouble.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If the Minisier
were to undertake this jute business he
would require to have telegrams going
pretty well all the time. The work of
watching tle market was very expensive,
and the Minister had better gei it out of
his mind that he could profitably turn up
a departmental report months old,

The Minister for Lands: I got the very
latest report from the agents in connec-
tion with the jute erop.

Houn. J. MITCHELL: The uider
secretary should be given permission to
prosecute inquiries, not this year, but
every year. Again, there was room for
inquiry into the fertiliser supply.

Mx. Turvey: You are becoming a regu-
lar socialist.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: No, it was not
socialism that was required, but merely
information. We required the depart-
ment to interest itself in export facilities.
It was desirable that a place like Gerald-
ton should pget the wheat away very
cheaply. Geraldton would be shipping
between 400,000 and 500,000 bags of
wheat before the next five years had
passed over, and the Minister should pro-
vide reasonable facilities for shipment in
order that the cost might not be too great
upon the farmer, who had to meet 2l
the disadvantages and pay the whole cost
to London, The late Administration had
been determined to give railways to that
part of the country.  They had done
everything to make the place what it was
to-day. (eraldton depended largely on
agriculture, although of course the min-
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ing judustry was of great importance
also in the distriet. The previous Ad-
minisiration had heen determined that
the district should be developed and that
Geraldton should become a very import-
anl town. The lute Administration had
always had in mind that shipping facili-
ties at Geraldton should be brought up to
date as soon as possible,

Mr. Turvey: Do you not think the pre-
sent Government are looking after Ger-
aldton very well?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There was not
much evidence of it in the Estimates, but
probably the hon. member was quite sat-
isfied, The Minister had been good enough
to say that he (Hon. J. Mitchell) was en-
tirely right in the selection made of the
several commissioners of the Agriculiural
Department. Mr. Jull, the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner, had had an important
hand in the seleetion of those officers.
My, Sufton, the Commissioner for the
Wheat Belt, was a very important official,.
and his time should not be occupied in
connection with these petly boards. If was
absurd to have a Wheat Commissioner
on a salary of £750 a year engaged on a
seed wheat board, Nor was it at all right
that the Minister shonld ask a man of
Mr. Sutton’s ability, whose services were
so mueh in demand, to act in conneetion
with the small advances made to our
setflers. Not only had Mr. Sutton to do
that, but he had been receiver for all
the ereditors of cerfain farms. The Min-
ister had agreed to have the estates as-
signed to him or o take security for the
growing crops, and act not only for the
department bat for other creditors. The
Minister had asked My, Sutton to under-
take this work, so we wounld presently see
bills made out to Mr. Sutton, who would
discharge the responsibilities.

Mr. Price: Will you suggest a more
competent man, sinee yon condemn Mr.
Sutton?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Tt was entirely
wrong that a man of Mr. Sutton’s ability
should be engaged in this work, whick
should be banded to the member for Al-
bany, whose services could be so well
spared in the House, Why should Mr.
Sutton be compelled to collect accounts
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for the department and other creditors?
The Minister wonld probably assist the
farmers to some extent by this departure,
but he would land himself in a hole over
it, Mpr. Sutton was unot the man to be
saddled with the work; Mr. Sutton had
far more important work to do.  Mr.
Connor's work in the South-West was
highly important, and it was understood
that that officer was making good pro-
gress, It was gratifying that the fodder
crops which he had introduced were do-
ing so well, and it would be interesting to
hear from the Minister that it was in-
tended to buy a few more traction en-
gines for the purpose of pulling the
trees, and to go on with the work of rol-
ling in the Katanning district, even if it
involved the expenditure of more money
on stronger engines,

The Minister for Lands: We have made
improvements in the equipment.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: It was satisfac-
tory to know that this was so. Mr,
Moaody, of course, was an important man
to this State. The Empire Trade Com-
mission when in Western Australia were
niore interested in fruit than anything
else and they seemed to think that West-
ernl Australia as an apple conntry was a
place worth looking to, and he thought
that men of capital wounld be coming here
io grow frunit. The North was neglected
altogether. The services of the Commis-
sioner for Tropical Agriculture were dis-
pensed with, but the reason for it no one
knew as yet. He would like to know.
Professor Lowrie said that no man in
Australia knew more about tropicel agri-
culture than Mr. Despeissis, It was a
erying shame that the North should be
go sadly neglected. The Liberal Govern-
ment determined that the North should
have this commissioner. The cost was
not very great and the opportunities
were considerable.  Mr. Despeissis was
the right man for the job but as soon as
the present Minister got into office that
gentleman’s serviees, in common with the
services of others, were dispensed with,
Immediately afterwards another officer
(Mr. Crawford) was sent to the North to
do some work there. Mr. Despeissis had
considerable information and no doubt
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he could have done the work thoroughly
well. However, it was presumably all in
keeping with the Ministerial poliey that
the officers appointed by lbim should be
compelled to give up their positions and
that important work such as should bave
been done in the North should be ne-
glected. The Minister ought to realise
that that part of the State still belonged
to Western Awustralia, although the Pre-
mier a while ago thought it was a little
too big- for us. It was his hope that a
commissioner for tropical agrieulture
would be appointed and that Mr. Des-
peissis would be given the position. He
believed Mr. Cairns had been doing very
good work for the Minister, wasted effort.
bhe thought sometimes because, judging
by some of the reports laid upon the
Table of Parliament, not necessarily of
this House, Mr. Cairn’s advice might
have been taken with great advantage to
the State. The work of the department,
of course, extended to drainage and irri-
gation, both important questions for the
great south-western eorner of this State.
Drainage had been undertaken in many
places. There were stagnant rivers in
many parts and this work ought ta be
continned. In the district of the leader
of the Opposition and the members for
Forrest, Bunbury, and Albany, drainage
ways an essential factor.

Mr. George: What about Murray-Wel-
lington?

Hon, J. MITCHELY,: Yes; he had for-
gotten the most important of all, and he
hoped that the snagging of rivers and
the draining of the country would be pro-
ceeded with, Xrrigation was an import-
ant question and was progressing satis-
factorily. He ventured to say that the
300 irrigationists were making a very
eood start. Mr. Elwood Mead had told
him that the proper way to start was
with small schemes, becaunse the people
were then educated up tn the work of
irrigation, The Minisler used to eriticise
him because he wanted to establish dairy-
ing and because he had brought in cattle.
Now, however, the Minister was supply-
ing farmers in the Albany distriet with
dairy eows, Everything he (Mr. Mitchell}
had done seemed in the opinion of the
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Minister to have been wrong, but the
Minister was now bound to confess that
whatever he had undertaken was right.
The greatest possible eompliment the
Minister could pay him was te go on with
the work which he had begun.

The Minister for Lands: It will not be
done in the same way.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Quite so, it
would not be done quite so well.

The Minister for Lands: It will he a
more careful selection.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It was to be
hoped that the selection would be a little
more carefully condueted than in the ease
of the Bovril eatile. The catile which
he had purchased were not reeking with
disease as were some which the Minister
had purchased.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Yours were not
paid for. )

Hon. J. MITCHELL: They were paid
for almost in full. They cost £50.000
and the amount ouistanding was £5.000
a portion of which represented interest.
and it comprised amounts which could
have heen collected. Of eourse there prob-
ably would be some loss, but there shounld
not have been if the seenrity was sound
as he believed it was.

The Minister for Lands:
tuberculosis among them,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: .There was no
herd in the world which was free from
that disease.

Mr. Price: You do not deny that you
imported eows suffering from tuberen-
losis®

Hon. J. MITCHELL: That statement
was neither denied nor admitted by him.
It was impossible for even the wise honr.
member who had interjected to say; it
was impossible for him (Mr. Mitchell)
to say, and he believed it was impossible
to get any dairy herd which was free
from tuberculosis. He believed every
herd was affected in some small degree.
Tt was quite nossible that the disease was
latent when the cows were purchased and
became active during transit.

The Minister for Lands: They were
not tested.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: It was impos-
sible to test them on account of their
condition, end the Minister knew that.

There was
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The Minister weuald tell the public that
he intended to have every cow he pur-
chased tested and would he satisfied that
there was no pleuro, tiek, or tuberculosis
in them, but such a statement only fooled
the people because the test could not be
made.

The Minister for Lands: Who said the
test eonld not he made?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It could not be
made in connection with cattle which
were shipped in the eondition in which
those cattle were shipped.

The Minister for Lands: Do you set
vour opinion against that of expertst

Hon, J, MITCHELL: What he had
said was correct, whatever the experts
said. 'There were 500 cattle and he had
imported them, and if he had not done
so there would have heen a few more tins
of milk imporfed from the Eastern
States,

Mr. Price: Were they tested before
they were brought in?

Hon. J, MITCHELL: No; they could
not be tested in the eondition in which
they left Victoria.

Mr, Price: You conld have made it a
condilion of purchase,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Tt would have
meant testing them seven or eight months
before.

Mr., Price: You could have had them
tested, but did not do =0,

Mr. E. B. Jolinston: You never thought
of it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The cows were
exvected to rome into milk svon after
their arrival. and a test would have been
not ouly fulile but ahsurd, Were the
cows whieh the Minister purehased from
the dairvmen of Perth for Claremont
tested?

The Mlinister for Lands: Yes. there
was a test and some were exeluded.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If one cow
was suffering from tubercwlosis and was
watered at a trongh with others, the
chances were that many of them would
contract the disease. If we excluded
every cow in a herd where only one was
suffering. and it would he necessary to
do that in order to have an absolutelv
clean herd, it would be impossible to
buy eows at all.
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The Minister for Lands: They were
tested again at Claremont shorily affer-
wards.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: But the Minis-
ter took them from a inbereunlar herd.

Mr. Turvey: They did not respond.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: There was no
herd in the Siate, nor in any State, in
his opinion, which was absolutely free
from the disease. The test would from
time to time bring about the discovery
of some cow that had developed the
disease,

Hon. Frank Wilson: With all the test-
ing they had the disease.

Mr. Wisdom: They have it now.

The Minister for Lands: That is a
mere assertion,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: If they did not
have it they were bound to get it. The
only way fo safegnard the eomsumers
was to pasteurise the milk, When he
was in New South Wales he saw thous-
ands of gallons of milk being pasteurised
preparatory to being sent to the Sydney
market. That was the only method of
effectually dealing with the milk. Now
we found the Minister going to Albany—
and the member for that distriet was
perfectly satisiied with the arrangement
—and insisting that an applicant shonld
be ahle to show six months feed before he
could get any of these cows. These cows
were lo be fed on grass grown in the
district.

My, Price: Artificial fodder.

Mon. J, MITCHELL: If the land was
eleared and broken up the Minister
could supply the ecows to settlers with-
out imposing any other restriction,

Mr. Price: No.

Hon. J. MITCHELT:: Yes, he could

Mr. Price: The Minister could, but
he mught not o do it.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: [f a man had
to he able to show six months feed stored
or preserved bhefore he could get any
cows, 1t was an unnecessary restrietion.
hecause the country there was green
throughont the 12 months of the year.
and was capable of zrowing feed the 12
months round. These eows had to be
fed on grass during the whole of the
vear and it was not necessary that a man
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should have six months feed stored for
then.

The Minister for Lands: They will
have to feed the cows on mere than
Qrass,

Hon. J, MITCHELL: The Minister
was to be congratulated upon his return
to Lthe policy which he had condemned in
him (Mzr. Mitchell). He was delighted
to know that the Minister was going to
make every effort to reduce the importa-
tions of tinned milk. The Minister bad
suspended his {(Ar. Mitchell’s) poliey
for two years, but to-day acknowledged
that that peolicy was right in many re-
spects. [t was an acknowledgment that
his policy was right in that the Minister
had imported these eattle. In connee-
ilon with the State farms, Mr, Berth-
oud’s wheat, which had beecn mentioned,
had proved most suceessful. For the
lust three or four years Mr. Berthoud
had shown the value of his wheat called
Alpha,

The Minister for Lands:
that from a strain by Farrer?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: XNo, it was de-
veloped in this State.

The Minister for Lands: Mr. Sutton
assures me that it was developed from
sonie wheat received from Mr. Farrer.

Hon, J. MITCIIELL: 8o far as he
kuew it was not known in New South
Wales, and it was not likely to have
heen sent to Mr. Berthoud. It was a
West Auslralian wheat whieh was found
nowhere else and Mr, Berthoud’s worl
in that direction justified all the expen-
diturs.

The Minister for Lands: I do not
want to detract from anyv eredit due to
Mr. Berthond, but Mr. Suttun assures me
that what I sav is eorrect.

Hon. J, MITCHFELL: This was the
outstanding feature of the work of the
State farms. He had tried to get Mr.
Berthond to go on with the work at
Brunswiclk, but ke had declined to take
up his residence there and had elected to
leave the department. -If the Minister
conld get Mr. Berthond to go on with
this work, he would he doing good for
the State. The Mumster would need to
bhe very careful in introducing . wheats

Was not
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and selling them to farmers at bigh
prices. There were, he supposed, about
100 varieties of wheat grown and not more
than about half-a-dozen of them could be
placed at the top of the list. When seed
was dear it was generally beeause the
wheat was new and not tested, or be-
canse it was a shy bearer. It went with-
ouf saving that the wheat whieh was
most prolifie was likely to be the sort
which could be obtained at the cheapest
rate, There was a vote on the Estimates
for the Avondale Estate. The Minister
did not seem to know how much land he
heid wp there.

The Minister for Lands: There is no
vote for the Avondale Estate.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There was.

The Ainister for Lands: That is un-
der the Lands Department.

The CHATIRMAN: It was dealt with
last night.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There were
State farms under the Department of
Agriculture and the Avondale Estate
would be included. The Minister ought
to tell members what he intended to do
with that Estate. Was it to be added to
the State farms?

The Minister for Lands: I cannot
tell von on this division: I would be out
-of order,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Was it to he a
State farm? There was a State farm at
Narrogin—

The CHAIRMAN: It is not an item
in these Estimates. The Avondale es-
tate appeared under the IL.ands Depart-
ment,

The Minister for Lands: Tt is under
the controel of the Lands Department.

Hon. .J. MITCHELL: There was an
jtem here for wheat farms, and Avondale
was to be one of owr wheat farms,

The Minister for Lands: I tell you'it is
under the [ands Department and we dealt
with it last night. It bhas nothing what-
ever to do with the Agrieultural Depart-
ment. On a point of order I think hon.
‘members onght to be set right. T am stat-
“ing what is absolutely a fact, Avondale
‘farm has pothing whatever to do with’the
Agricnlturdl’ Department. It is ‘under
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the eonlrol of the Lands Department and
the item is 276 under Minister for Lands,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Wbat are these
wheat farms?

The Minister for Lands:
Chapman, and Narrogin.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Every wheat
farm should be under the management of
Mr. Sutton (he Wheat Commissioner. Was
1t the intention of the Minister to estab.
lish other farms, and if so were these
farms to be 4,000 acres and not less, al-
though the Minister said other people had
to have less? We were asked to vote
£2,600 for wheat farms and he wanted to
know what the Minister intended in re-
zard to this matter,

The CHAIRMAN: "The hon. member
could diseuss wheat farms and not the
Avondale Estate.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Govern-
ment proposed to have an Agricultural
college at Narrogin, and in that they were
quite right. It was a good move. We
should extend secondary agricultural edu-
cation to the important towns of the State
and there might be a college at Northam,
and probably Geraldton and Bunbury.
These schools should be established as
soon as possible, and if he might be per-
mitted to advise the Minister it would be
well to have one.in connection with the
Minister’s farm at Avondale. The Min-
ister should be able to state whether he
had any idea of placing an agricultural
college there or not. The position was
central; the Minister had land and build-
ings and he had refused to sell the place,
and surely he could let us know whether
he intended to work it and how. The
Minister had managed to make a profit
there and that was something to his credit
and the eredit of the farm.

The Minister for Lands: The wheat
and sheep realised a good deal more than
was estimated.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Tt was a splen-
did estate, very cheaply bought and had
paid its way well. The Minister bad re-
ferred to the export of potatoes. There
had been nothing wrong with the potato
regnlations. The Premier said so, and on
the word of the Minister for Lands, he
(Mr. Mitchell) had been right, * "

Nangeenan,
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The Minister for Lands: On the word
of the Minister you were very much
wrong.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Ministers wher-
ever they went boasted that the country
was tree tfrom 1rish hlight and we could
export potatoes.

Mr. E. B. Johnston:
you know it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The South-West
was free.

My, E. B. Johnston: TUnfertunately
they have been digging up potatoes all
round Perth lately on account of the
blight.

Hon. J. MITCHELl.: What he had
done was to go as far as he eould for the
moinent, and the word of the Premier
given af the Agricultural show he had
been entirely right.

The Minister for Lands: No. I took a
very different eourse from what vou did.

Hon. T. MITCHELL: The Minister
had naltered (he boundaries; instead of
running to the east, had devialed and gone
a bil to Lhe south-east, The Minister had
got :lown to the peeling of potatoes when
the principle was invalved of keeping this
comiry free from the dicease. He (Mr.
Mitehell) was delighted to have it ac-
knowledgzed here to-night as it had bheen
acknowledged before by the Minister for
Lands. that the previous Administration
were right in keeping away Irish Blight
and making this country in the position
it is to-day to export clean potatoes.

My, T, B. Johnston: No one had made
anv such siatement.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Hon. members
oppostle could crawl out and retract their
words a5 much as they liked but the ad-
mission still remained,

Mpr. E. B, Johnston: TYoun were roh-
bing the people of their staple food.

The CHAIRMAN: Ovrder! Such ex-
pressions as that were not nremissible,
and he must ask the hon. member fo with-
draw. Anthing that imputed robhery
to anyone was not n Parliamentary ex-
pression. Would the hon. member rise to
his feet and withdraw the word “robbing.”
The hon. member used too many of these
words altogether.

My, . B, Johnston:

It is not free and

T withdraw,
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: It was to be
hoped that the Minister would see that the
Agricultural Bank’s eapital was sufficient.
The bank was doing good work and al-
ways had done govd work, The managing
trustee was a eapable gentleman, but with-
out money he eould do nothing and he had
been short of money ever since the pre-
sent Minister came into office, The Gov-
ernmeunt increased the limit of advauces
to £2,000 and forgoi to increase the capi-
ial. although they were reminded thal it
was their dutyv to do so. Time and again
we had prolested that the bank was being
kept short of money. The bank was just
as hard up as the Government was; the
Government had not a feather to fly with
{i ancially and the hank was in the same
position. The Minister for TLands had
gone aronnd the eountry sayving that the
present Government had provided more
mouey than the previous Administrafion,,
whieh was a nisstatement ingsmuch as he-
eause it was notf explained that the present
Government promised to find far more
than they had found, and had promised to
advance £2,000 to every man whe had de-
cent security. and yet they had not ad-
vaneed £2,000 to half a dozen people, al-
though in eonnection with applications the
application fees had heen returned, whiech
were forfeitable if applications were nof
satisfaetory, The Government had hovy
rowed six and a half wmillions of money,
and out of Lhat they could have done all
the work of any consequence that had heen
done to the State and given the hank fwo
and a halt million, He (Mr. Mitehell} had
urged the PPremier lo borrow in London
for this purpose, and thought he was go-
ing to do 5o until the Loan Estimaies eame
out, and instead of a million he had found
what was a paltry sum. ~The Ministry
shounld realise that thev were responsible
to the people for the promises made, that
they would find them money which the
previous Government had not found, and
that they ecould go to the Agrienltural
Bank and get all they wanted, and when
the poor people went along who had bor-
rowed elsewhere they were told that they
could not he accommodated hy the Min-
ister for Lands’ bank. So long as eapital
was available they should be aceommo-
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dated, whether they owed money to mer-
chants or the associated banks, Why
should they be compelled to pay 7 per
cent. when the bank conld lend them
money at 3 per ceni.? Hon. mem-
bers of this House should protest,
and he (Mr. Miichell) would test
the feeling of the House on the
subject when the Minister brought
down the proposed bhill for an increase of
capital. Fvery responsible member sit-
ting in this Honse should protest against
the aetion of the Minister in the diserimi-
nation that had been shown, not willingly
by the trustees. They were willing to
carry out the Act under the instroetions of
Pavliament if the Minister would find the
money. Hon, members should see that he
redeemed hi= promise made to this House
that money would be available. The Min-
ister should face his responsibility in this
eonneetion. There was no douabt that the
Minister by inereasing the limit of ad-
vances made by the bank, and in deliver.
ing the speeches which he had. had =et up
hopes that had nof heen realised. He (Mr.
Mitchell) had ne wish to detain the Com-
mittee lonzer. He wonld like to have dis-
cussed aerieniture at eonsiderable leneth,
but supposed very litlle good would come
of it. He wa= satisfied that the oreanisa-
tton of the department was perfect he-
canse he was responsible for it.

Mr. Taylor: A verv good reason.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Tf the Minisler
had carried ont his (Mr. Mitehell's) paoliey
from the first he was satisfied he wonld
have been right: but he was delighted thal
the Minister was goine hack 1o il bit by
bit now. and so far as the Agrienltvral
Department was concerned, all would be
well in a litlle (ime owing lo the Minis-
ter's chanwe of front,

Sitting .srr.s"pendr'ri from 6.13 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Nearrogin): The Minister for Agricul-
ture was to be congratulated on the
progress made by the agricultural in-
dustry during the past year, and the
Government were also deserving of
praise for their action in regard to
what was perhaps the most important
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subject at present before the agricul-
turists of this State, namely the bulk
handling of grain. It was needless to
point out that this was the first (Govern-
ment that had seriously tackled this
important question in Western Australia,
and it was one of the first Governments
to take prompt action in regard to this
matter in Australia. A comimission had
heen appointed to draw ap definite details
for presentation to the cowntry. and
the CGovernment would not have ap-
pointed that commission te visit the
outlying districts nnd prepdre a schemne
unless they had decided that the system
of bulk handling wus absolutely necessary
in the State.

, Mr. George : Ingquiries were made long
ago.

Mr, E. B, JOHNSTOXN : Xo inquiries
had been mode until the present time.

Mr. George: The Engineer-in-Chief
made inquiries over six venrs ago.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: If these
inquiries had been made so long =ago,
the hon. member could not show one
Parliamentary paper denling with the
matter. The question of the bulk hand-
ling of grain was never more uwrgent in
Western Australia than it was to-day.
Wheat bags were being charged for at
the iniquitous price of 8s. 6d. per dozen,
and it might be news to the Minister
to learn that even at that price settiers
were practically unable to get them.
Only last week in his district he met &
number of settlers who had been to the
various firms which handled jute goods,
and they refused to deal with these
orders because their supplies were all
taken up.

Mr. Harper: That i3 all the inore
reason why we should have bulk hand-
ling.

Mr. E. B. JOHXSTOX : Before we

met next gession, it was to be hoped that
the Clovernment would have decided on
s definite scheme in uaccordance with
the recommendotions which the Comn-
mission would present. A great deal
might be said in pegard to the necessity
for, and the advantages to bhe derived,
from the imunediate inauguration of the
system of bulk handling. He had hefore
him n report made to the Govermnent
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of New South Wales on this question by
Mr. Niel Nielsen, until lately Minister
for Lands in that State. This gentlemnan
summarised the main advantages and.

with the permission of the House he

would read them—

Locking at the guestion from every
point of view, T feel strongly in favour
of our altering our system of handling
grain so as to bring it into line with
that already adopted by other prain
producing countries. ‘The initial cost
will be considerable, but the greater
purt of it will fall upon the Covernment
through the railway ecommissioners,
and the ultimate gain to everyone
will more than repay all parties con-
cerned. including the Government.
1t will. inoreover, put our grain grower
in & position to fairly compete with
other grain growig countries of the
world. The advantages may be seb
out as follows:—(1) The immense
saving in labour, time and cost of
handling the grain. Terminal elevators
in  America receive, unload, store
the grain for any period up to ten
days. and load it into ships for a
charge of half & cent. a bushel, equal to
one farthing of our money. (2) The
saving in shipping charges by the
reduction of the time occupied in
loading and unloading, and the con-
sequent reduction in harbowr and
wharfage dues as well as in the ship’s
charter time. (3) Reduction of the
area of water frontage and wharfage
accommodation necessary, owing to
the expedition in loading and unloading.
(+) The expedition in unloading rail-
way cars, thus doing away with the
congestion at the terminal point and
releasing the cars with much greater
telerity than is possible at present.
(5) The avoidance of the loss now
acerning in handling by the leskage
fron torn sacks (one does not see a
grain  wasted round an elevator).
(6) The absolute security of the grain
during transportation, irom any con-
dition of weather, by its being in rain
prooi cars, these cars also preventing
any possibility of pilvering. (7) The
vulue of the box car over other forms
of car for transportation of other
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classes of poods in the off season.
{8) The ease of cleaning and grading
grain, thus saving earriage on dirt
as well as sacks., (9) The saving to
the farmer of the cost of providing
sacks every season.
As far as this State was concerned this
was perhaps the most important reason
of all, although the next was also of great
importance.

{10) The abolition of the man-killing
work of handling grain in sacks.
{11} The placing of our grain upon the
London market in better condition by
reagon of its being cleaned and graded,
the saving of the handling operations
at that end, and the securing of better
competition among the buyers (at
present many of the buyers deal only
in grain coming to the Continent in
butk).

These reasons had been put before the
people of the mother State by a man
who was once Minister for Lands in that
State and who was well acquainted with
local conditions. Every one of the rea-
sons applied with equal force to Weatern
Australia, and he referred them to the
(iovernment in the event of there being
any doubt as to the action they ought
to take. 'The present waste in regard
to the system of using bags was known
to everyone in wheat districts, and the
Government should introduce the bulk
handling, to, among other things, do
away with that waste. When he (Mr.
Johnston) was in New South Wales &
little while back, he met Mr. Burrell,
the expert who had been introduced to
New South Wales by the (Governinent of
that State as a result of Mr. Nielsen's
recommendations, und Mr.Burrell’s advice
to Western Australin was very clear.
He said ** You are at the beginning of
yowr wheat exporting era, and now is
the time to enter on bulk handling. Do
it now, before vested interests grow up
in favour of the present wasteful system.”
Mr, Burrell also sent in a report to the
Govermnent in New South Wales, and
in that he calculated that the loss to
the farmer on 1,000 bags of wheat
under the present system of handling
wasg £50 8s. 8d. That calculation was
based on bags. at the price of 7s. per
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dozen. To-day bags were 8. 6d. a
dozen and this showed that theloss to
'the farmer would be even greater than
Mr, Burrell's estimate of over £50 on 1,000
bags of wheat. In New South Wales,
even with bags at 7s. per dowen,
Mr. Burrell enlculated the cast to the
jarmer for handling grain, at 4d. per
bushel, and the basis on which that
estimate was urrived was clearly set out
in that gentlman’'s report. With
elevators, it was pointed out, the whole
cost of handling to the farmer would be
id. per bushel or a saving to the farmer
in New South Wales «f 31d. per bushel
by bulk handling. These were the figures
of the American expert imported by the
Government of New South Wales. To-
day we found that bags were 1s. 6d. per
dozen dearer in Western Australia,
representing an extra id. per bushel.
So that on the basis of those figures,
the farmer paid 4d. per bushel more
for the handling of his wheat than
he would do under the system of bulk
handling. Should not the Government
therefore quickly take steps to put up
the price of wheat 4d. per bushel to
the producer, for that was what the
position came to. Mr. Burrell's remarks
in regard to the best method of starting
the system of bulk handling were as
follows :—
In order to inaugurate the bulk
handling system on an economic basis,
I would suggest that one terminal
elevator be built at Sydney and one
at Newcastle. These elevators could
be completed in two years. When
completed, until other matters are
sufficiently advanced, wheat will have
to be forwnarded to the terminal in
bags, T would also recommend the
building of 1,000 hox cars of the
type as described eatlier in this report.
These cars could be acquired in lots
of 300 to 300 per year. At the country
stations T would recommend that
the farmers form co-operative organ-
isations and build their own elevators
of capacities from 50,000 to 200,000
bushels in conjunction with the present
grain sheds so that any surplus grain
coming in that could not be handled
at the elevator owing to the lack of
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cars could be stored in the shed
until cars are available, and can then
either be transported in bags to terminal
station or can he emptied in the
adjacent elevator and he cleaned and
shipped out in bulk., In course of
time when the railway facilities ore
sufficient to handle the output rapidly
enough, elevators of this size are
ample for any station, and it would
be useless expenditure to build them
any larger. A farmers’ co-operation,
I think, is of advantage to the Govern-
ment as well as to the farmers them-
selves, as in the first piace the Govern-
ment can spend more on improvement
to the railway system, which other-
wise would be apent on elevator
buildings, and in the second place
it allows the farmer to keep his grain
in storage until he sees fit to dispose
of it.

Right through the report attention
was drawn to the shocking waste in-
volved by the present system of
hendling wheat in Australia. Mr. Burrell
stated—

As a result of what I have seen I
am astonished at the extraordinary
waste and loss evidently being exper.
ienced on all hands by those interested
in the production. And the waste
is apparently suffered in a peculiarly
complacent manner, so much so that
I can only conclude that money is
made so readily in this country that
wastage is & mere bagatelle. But
I must say that in my country no
one could possibly stand it.

Those who knew the wheat districts
knew that wheat production was carried
on at a very nerrow profit. If the
Government would institute the system
of bulk handling it would mean all
the difference between success and fail-
ure to many of our settlers, the greater
part of whom were of a splendid type.
Mr. Burrell also pointed out that under
the system of bulk handling as compared
with the present wasteful system a
saving of £437,000 would be effected on
& 30-million bushel crop in New South
Wales. Mr. Paterson, the manager of
the Agricultural Bank, estimated a 15
million bushel erop in Western Australia
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this year. If that result was achieved
it wonld be seen that our farmers were
going to lose £218,500 in hard cash
throngh the present system of handling

their grain. That was calculated on
a cost of sevenpence each for hags,
instead of the present ruling price

of 84d., and as labour was a little dearer
here than in New South Wales it was
not. too much to say that this year alone
our settlers would lose & quarter of a
miltion pounds for want of the system
of bulk handling of wheat. Mr. Burrell
had also pointed out that if wheat was
handied in bulk it could be easily cleaned
and praded at the elevators and so the
wheat itself would be worth an extra
penny per bushel. That extrs penny was
not allowed for in the quarter of a
million pounds computed to be lost by
our local farmer this year alone. The
Government should take the advice given
to them by experts and meet the wishes
of the wheat producers by getting the
gystem of bulk bandling into force at
once. It was far easier and cheaper to
start now in a small way than to leave it
for some future period. We were tired of
hearing platitudes about the value of
our wheat-producing areas. Those arecas
had been proved, and we knew we had
the biggest wheat-producing areas in
Australin. That being so, the Govern-
ment could go right ahead and introduce
the scheme without hesitation.

The " Minister for Lands: So long as
the cash is put up.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON : The financial
aspect was the one difficulty. However,
the Clovernment had been more sucecess-
ful than any other Government in
Australia in raising money for essential
works, and he had every confidence that
the Government could and would find
the money for a work of such an inune-
diately reproductive character. I1f our
settlers could save this extra quarter of
a 1nillion of money this year how much
would it mean to the production of
the agricultural distriets in future years,
seeing that the money wouwld be spent
on the development of their holdings,
and every section of the commmunity would
thus be benefited. He was pleased to
be able to congratulate the Minister for
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Agriculture on having decided to .im-
prove the status of the Stat: farm at
Narrogin. ‘This farm was ideally suited
for the future agricultural college of
Western Australia, and he hoped that
at an carly date the Government would
extend the functions of that farm be-
yond the measure outlined to-mnight by
the Minister and make of it an agrical
tural college. He wounld urge the Gov-
ernment to advertise the fact that the
farm was willing and able to do the
work of teaching students. IFor some
time past, although the farm had never
looked hetter, there had been very few
students there, and he was certain the
reason for this was that people in Western
Australia did not know of the existence
of the farm. Many people were sending
their sons to South Australia and New
South Wales to be educated at the
agricultural high schools in those States,
in ignorance of the existence of the
splendid institution at Narrogin. The
Minister might very well consider re-
starting the Jowrnal of Agriculture. If
the Minister would again start that
journal it would do a great deal to bring
the expert officers of the department into
closer touch with the settlers through-
out the State. 1t was apparent that
without the journal the settlers could
not get the full benefit which they ought
to have from the opinions of the expert
officers of the department. L[t was
gratifying to know that even the member
for Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell) could
sec some good in the State implement
works which had heen established by
the Government. Nothing showed the
hypocrisy of some members of the
Opposition more than the manner in
which they criticised Stnte assistance
to other sections of the community,
while willing to approve of what the
Government did to help the furiner
when success was assured.  Possibly
the main difference between the Govern-
ment and the so-called Liberal party was
the fact that the Covermment believed
in State sssistance to all sections,
while the Liberal party believed in con-
fining it to the agriculturist. The Gov-
ernment hod done far more in two years
than had ever before been done to give
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assistance to the agricultural industry.
He was proud of that fact and he hoped
that. hon. members opposite would try
to realise that other sections of the
community were equally entitled to
State assistance. The State inplement
works would assuredly prove to be one
of the most sunccessful enterprises ever
entered into by any CGovernment in
Australia. These works would be second
only to the Agricultural Bank in
the benefits they would confer wpon
the farming industry and the State.
Some criticism had heen levelled at the
(iovernment for having put up an ex-

hibit of agricultural machinery  at
the Royal Show. In that the (lovern-
ment  had done the proper thing,

because it served to show the farmers
that the Government were making s
start, and it had stopped hon. members
opposite from going round the country
and saying that the Government were
not making & success of their implement
works and similar enterprises.  All
the enterprises of the Government were
criticised until they proved successful,
whereupon the criticism weakened. No
doubt in ¢he fulness of time hon. members
oppesite would reach the stage o de-
claring that they themselves had started
these enterprises.  One hon, member had
expressed a fear that the State implement
works would suffer through the com-
petition of private manufacturers. Even
if it were so he would be glud, because
in the past there had been a ring in
regard to all fn ming machines sold hy
private firs, who fixed enorinous prices
among themselves and mercilessly robbed
the scttlers. 1f the State implement
works served the purpose of reducing the
price of all machinery it would not worry
him much if the State did meke a
stnll loss, hecause the Govermnent would
have done very pgood work for the
producers by bringing down the price
of wyricultural muchinery. The Govern-
ment had done w grent deal for the
farmers through the Agricultural Bunk,
and now the State implement works
were going to prove of further benefit.
The next step would be to bring in the
system of bulk handling of wheat ;: but
if, in the meantime, the Government
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could find any local deposits of phos-
phate of high value, he hoped they would
add to their other good works by en-
deavouring to supply {armers with
cheaper fertilisers, At present the two
compnnies operating in Western Aus-
tralin had absolutely combined, and
were charging five shillings a ton more
for fertilisers than they were doing in
at leat one of the other States. If
the Goverminent could de anything to
help the producers in this respect ho
hoped they would do it.  The Minister
for Lnands had expressed his intention
of bringing in a Bill to give the Agricul-
tural Bank additiona] capital. The Gov-
ernment stood for congratulation on
that determination. It had been amusing
to hear the member for Northam
criticising the Govermnent on the score
that the Agricultural 13ank was not
sufficiently libernl. Az o matter of fact
last year the present Government had
advanced £630,000 through the Agricul-
tural Bank, as compared with £284,000
which was the most advanced by that
institution in any one year prior to
the Lahour Government taking office.
As far hack as the 6th September, 1910,
the Liberal party in Parliament had
voted solidly against any libernlising
of the Agricultural Bank at a time when
that institution could not advance more
than £750 to any settler.

Mr. George : Where did you get that ?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTOX : That appeared
in Hansard of the 6th September, 1910,
and the member for Northam had
pointed out as a reason for not liberal-
ising the banlk at that titne that only
13 settlers had managed io get under
his  administration the limit of £750
ifrom that institution. Since then, he
was glad to say, the present Government
had increased the amount which the
hank could ndvance to any one settler to
£2,000, and they were advuncing three
tinmes as much in the year as had ever
hreen advonced by the Liberal Govern-
ment. Yet they had some members of
the Opposition- if the rules of debate
would permit he would eall them political
hypocrite.—eriticising the present (ov-
erminent for not advancing more money,
wlthough the Government were ad-
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vancing three times as much as their
predecessors had done. When the Lib-
eral Government were in power they
had stopped the Labour party from
liberalising the Agrieultural Bank. but
since that party had attained power
they had liberalised the institution with
the splendid resuits he had mentioned.
Even to-day he hoped the (iovernment
would continue their progressive policy,
and further liberalise and extend the
functions of the Agricultural Bank. He
would snppoert the  increase in the
capital of the bank, as outlined hy the
Minister for Lands.

Mr. HARPER (Pingelly): Ti there
was one thing which the member [or
Williams-Nurrogin could be congratulsted
upon it was his back-seratching of the
Government. The hon. member hardly
ever uttered a sentence without eulog-
irsing the Covermmment. No doubt he
had heen n very great success in that
way, and had gsined a good deal of
kudos by so doing. Perhaps the Clovern-
ment were enrnestly desiring to do the
right thing in their various undertakings,
but he disagreed with them in regard to
their policy of spending so mnuch money
in the ¢ity of Perth in the purchase of
the trams and the erection of workers’
homes. The member for Williams-Narro-
gin had complained of a great many
things in the agricultural areas, and it
could be said without fear of contra-
diction that the inoney which had
been invested by the Goverminent in the
city could have been tilised much
better in giving the Agricultural Bank
more money to lend out to the deserving

farmers of this State. The Agricul-
tural Bank was a pgreat institution
and one that had heen established

and provided for by the Liberal (‘overn.
ment. As the hon. member had re-
marked, the demands upon the resources
of the bank were inecreasing, and at no
time in the history of Western Australia
had they been greater than during the
last year or two. Much of the money
which had been borrowed by the State
during the last two years had been spent
in a wrong direction. His idea of the
management of this country was to
develop the agricultural areas first and
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" the development of the city would follow

There was no doubt that a great deal
more could have been done by the
Government to assist the settlers by
establishing fertiliser works similar to
those of the Mount Lyell Company and
Cuming, Smnith and Company. So far
as one could learn, those companies werc
making a profit of about £1 per ton
on the fertilisers used in this State
and there was about 30,000 tons of
fertiliser cinployed in the State ewch
year. Therefore, had the Uovernment
establishecd fertiliser works there would
have been an enormous saving to those
people who were doing so much to develop
the country. In many cases which had
come under his natice severe hardship
had been eaused by the hanks wanting
to call in the capital they had ‘ent to
the farmers. It would have been a great
thing if the Government had been in
a position to lend out o million pounds
more than they had already lens, and if
the Government had not gone in for the
purchnse of the trams, workers' cottages,
State brickynrds, State steamers, State
sawmills, and many other of those
socialistic undertakings which the country
had to put up with to-day, and the
money so employed had been devoted
to the primary industries, it would have
been a great boon to the farmer. He
agreed with the member for Williams-
Narrogin about the need for introducing
bulk handling of wheat, but there again
the CGovernment were handicapped by
lack of capital. Millions of money
had been spent in o wrong direction,
with the result that the country was only
talking about bulk handling when that
system ought to be in actual practice.
Then again, the Covernment proposed
an increase in the freight on [ertilisers.
That was wnother injustice to the farmers
who were already taxed right up to the
hilt, and could not possibly endure any
more impogitions of that description.
The proposed increase would be w serious
matter for the fa-mers, For the last
20 years bhoth past and present Ctovern-
ments had been piling up expenses
agninst the primary producer. Every
wage earner had had his conditions
improved, but every time those im-
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provements certainly operated against
the primary producer. Last year the
present Government had increased the
wages of railway servants by omething
like £150,000 when it was all taken into
account, and now the railways were
not paying and the freights had to
be put up against the farmer who was
least able to bear an additional burden.
No citizen of Western Australia had a
harder task than the farmer, and there
was ample proof that, on account of
the people who had the votes on the
goldfields and in the towns, the position
was made worse every day for the primary
producers, both mine owners and wheat
growers. Yet those were the people
we had to depend upon to supply the
State’s revenue and uphold the credit
of the coantry. As an instance of
how costs were increasing, he had seen
at Wandering the other day a hall
which had been built 17 years ago for
£250, but that seme hall, if built to-day
would cost more like £700, Everything
was going up in the same ratio through-
out Australia. It was all militating
against the primary producer, and there
was no possible chance of the primary
producers, the wheat growers in this
Btate, carrying any further inposition.
In reference to an embargo which had
been placed on the introduction of
potatoes into the Pingelly district, he
wanted to assure the Minister that that
was not a potato-growing district and
the embargo was an injustice to the
people there,

Mr. E. B. Jolmston: It is not on the
Pingelly district.

Mr. HARPPER: The embargo Lad been
placed on the Pingelly distriet and also
the Narrogin distriel. That country did
not grow potatoes to send out of the
distriet, and for that reason the resi-
dents claimed that the embargo ought to
be removed.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What is the good
of getting lrish blight into the distriet?
tMr. HARPER: If Beverley and York
were exempt why should not Pingelly
and Narrogin be alsn exempt? They were
all the same elass of country, which did
not grow potatoes, and why should the
people in these parts be obliged to pay
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25, per hundredweight more than people
in other districts. He would not object
to the embarge if potatoes were grown
in those distriets for other than purely
loeal eonsumption.

The Minister for Lands: But they are
handy to districts where potatoes are
grown,

Mr, HARPER: The potaioes came
from Albany and were stopped at Bever-
ley, and no doubt the farmers took ad-
vantage of that and added a little fo
the price.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Get them from
Busselton or Bunbury.

Mr. HARPER: A great deal had beer
heard during the last election about Irish
blight, and the prohibition of the impor-
tatiou of potatoes from the KEastern
States, and although the member for Nor-
tham bad been severely criticised by
people who had not nnderstood the gues-
tion it was very pleasing that the results
had proved so beneficial to Western Aus-
tralin. It was a good thing for Western
Australia that the Trish blight was found
in the Eastern States, because if it had
not heen for that fact the potato growing
industry in this State would not have
developed as it had done. The State was
in a position to-day to grow sufficient
potatoes for its own people. Some 14
years ago the importation of apples from
the Fastern States had been prohibited
on account of the codlin moth, and there
had followed the same eonseguence of
inereased loeal production, with the re-
sult that YWestern Australia to-day grew
plenty of apples for export. Neverthe-
less, at the time, Sir John Forrest had
been severely criticised. The member for
Northam eould not have done more for
Western Australia than make the people
pay high prices for potatoes. He had
set people tiinking, they went to work,
and the result was that potatoes were
now largely grown in this State, at any
rate enough for all the requirements of
this State. Perhaps the same thing
would happen in regard to other indus-
tries and the same results might be ob-
tajned for Weslern Anstralia, When
once the people began to work and to
think. they soou overcame the difficulties.
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There was a greal question regarding the
land in the dry aveas and in the districts
which were more than 15 or 20 miles from
a railway, In two portions of his elec-
torate, north-east of Kondinin and Gnar-
kadilling, where the land values were
double what théy ought to be, he hoped
the Government would see their way clear
to rednce the prices. Ancther established
distriet which had been settled for 10
years and in which the farmers had been
living in hope of getting a rallway was
the Corraning distriet. Codjatotine and
Dumbitmoony were 18 to 20 miles from
any railway, and the people in those parts
had been battling with the difficulties until
they were almost broken-hearted with
disappointment. These people should be
exempted from land rents until they were
given a railway within a reasonable dis-
tanee of their farms. Ti was wicked to
ask them to stand ug to the present con-
ditions. + They had been encouraged to
go on the land and had been promised a
railway. and at present they were as
far from getting a railway as ever they
were. He would point out to the Minister
that Pingelly was without a land agent
and that tewn was 30 miles from Bever-
ley or Narrogin.

The Minister for Lands: That is a
matter which shonld have been mentioned
on the Tands Estimates.

Mr. HARPER: It was a question
affecting the wheat belt, From the Pin-
gelly railway station or siding—if was
not worthy of the name of a station
becanse it was a disgrace to the country
and to the railways; evervone who
passed throungh eriticised it, and presum-
ably it had not heen improved since the
railway was built—200,000 hags of wheat
were senf awny, and vet the farmers were
without a Jand agent in that town. This
was penalising one portion of Western
Australia to {he benefit of another, Tt
was a greal inconvenience to the farmers
who were paying rent and who had other
tranzactions, to have to send to Perth,
Reverley. or Narrogin. That diffiealty
conld be easily overcome by appointing
the secretary of the roads hoard to do the
work, and the cost would be only about
£50 a vear, Tt was a preat injustice to
the people that they should be subject to
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this disadvantage, and the Minister ought
to see that a land agent was appoinied.
Mr. MALE (Kinberley): The Mims-
ter in opening his speech in connection
with this department pointed ounf. aml
rightly loo, that it was j.erhaps one of
the most fmportant departments to be
considered, and he sympathised with the
Minister inasmuch as hon. members ap-
parently did not appreciaie the faet.
Only about half-a-dozen members were in
the Chamber devoting attention to the
department and that fact was greatly to
be regretted. Greater attention should
be paid to such an important department,

Mr, Turvey: The benches on your side
are pretty empty considering that you
reckon you are the only people who look
after the farmers,

Mr. MALE: The Mnister dealt with
several items which eame under the De-
partment of Agriculture and [ndustries
but absoclutely neglected one big portion
of the Slate, the North. Apparently, it
had been neglected as part of the poliey
of lhe Govermmment, One of the first
things the Minister or Cabinet did on
taking office was to do away with the
Commissioner for Tropical Agrienlture,
and apparently tropieal agricultnre and
the tropics generally were not to be con-
sidered. The nuestion seemed to bhe alto-
aelher too tropical for the present Gov-
ernment. He conld well understand the
action of the member for Roebourne {Mr.
Gardiner} in moving a motion to the
effect that it wnas npecessary to appoint
under the Government a speecial depart-
nent for the North. Tt was absolutely
necessary that something should be done.
The Minister for Lands and Cabinet
ignored the North, and unless it received
assistance, either in the shape of a new
department, or an advisory Minister, or
something of that kind, the North would
he neglected for all time. The pastoral
industry was, perhaps, as important as
the wheat industry, of which we had heard
so much. At lhé present time it was
far more important than the irrigation
industry whieh was to be started, and
he would like the Minister and Cabinet
to take more interest than thev had done
in the North and in s industries and
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possibililies.  The question of establishing
freezing works or of developing the pas-
foral indunstry, was altogether negleeled,
Wlhat alarmed him most was the faet that
the Hinister, who mizlit he geod and
competent as D inister Tur }ands, thongh
1 was not for him te ex)ress an opinien
on accouni of the depariment having heen
dealt with, tovk unte himself many other
duties.  Apparently the Minister con-
sidered he was an authority on the wheat
beli, en the South-West and irrigation,
on the fruit industry, Government freez-
ing works. abattoirs. s=ale vards, mar-
kets, stock, implement works, and nearly
everything under {he sun. a jack-of-all
trades. Every department was becoming
londed with Siate indusities and every
Minister considered himself fit and com-
pelent to run any industrv, The position
was absurd, It required experienced men
to run such industries, and again he de-
sived to voice his opinion that he was
ahsolutely opposed to State industries
They coulit not he run economieally or
well. and {o prove this we had the ex-
perience of other States and. unfortu-
nalely, we were having experience in this
State also at the present time. Other
hon. members seemed to think that agri-
cultural implement works would be a
good thing for this State.

Mr. E. B, Johnston: A splendid thing.

Mr. MALE: The facel that we weve
starting agrieultural implement works:
was deplored by him. He thought we
wonld have from them the same resnlis
as from other Siate industries.

Mr, Foley: Onr railways?

Mr. MALE: Tt was to be deplored thai
the ratlways, which had heen a profitable
econcern, were now a losing  concern.
This was suflicient fo show that the Qov-
ernment were not eapable of running all
fhese State indusiries effectively and well.

My, Foley: Yon eould not get a farm-
ers’ vepresentative to say that,

Mr. Turvey: Would you advoeate hand-
ine the railways over to private enter-
prise?

Mr. MALE: That question was not
under diseussion, but he did not bhelieve
in State enterprises being extended as
thev had been.
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Mr. Carpenter: You are behind the
times, .

Mr. MALY: That was not so. The ex-
tension of Slate industries meant that
the Government were using the money of
the people to run businesses in opposi-
tion 1o them, There was no necessity for
the State fo enter inte these businesses,

The CHAIRMAN: 1 cannot allow a
discussion on State steamships.

AMr. MALE: State steamships had not
heen mentioned by him,

The CHATRMAN : According to an in-
terjection they were mentioned,

Mr. MALE: The interjection was nof
heard by Iim, He c¢onld quite under-
stand that the matfer of State steam-
ships was sticking in the minds of mem-
bers on the Government side. The only
reference he could make to them would be
when dealing with stock shipping, which
presumably would be by State steamships.
He wished to point ont in the first place
thai the North had been neglected, and in
the second place that the Ministers of
any Government had ne right to use the
people’s money to run businesses in oppo-
sition (o the people. The money was re-
quired for other purposes, The hon.
memher for Williams-Narrogin (Mr, E.
P. Johnston) had spoken of the need for
monev tn facilitate the handling of wheat
in hnlk,

Mr. Foley: Would you be against
making the handling of wheat a State in-
dustrv?

Mr. MALE: The most of the handling
of wheat would be in connection with the
railwavs and harbours.

fyr, Foley: No, it is not so.

My, VWATE: And those concerns were
dealt with hy the Government, but, owing
to the lack of monev. money which had
been expended to dupliecate businesses
which already existed in the State. io
start buteher shops, implement works. and
other indusiries, no funds were avail-
able for necessarv developmental work.
Money whieh was required by the Agri-
enlfural Bank to assist the settlers to de-
velop the land was not available, Where
was it? Tn the implement works. buteler
shops. brickworks, and quarries. All
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those industries had been duplicated and
were quite unnecessary.

Mr. Foley: 1t is the duplication which
hurts yon people; that is the trouble.

Mr. MALE: Let hon. members examine
the results of the meat business. TUufor-
tunately, the Estimates were so drafted
that it was very difficult to get all the
information together ivto one plare.
We had meat sales, sloek, Yandanooka
eslate, up-keep, steamships, and many
other items, all really connected wilth the
sale of meat; but they were all over the
place, and it was very diflicult for us to
eollect them together and see exacily what
was the position, The balance sheet of
course was ol avanilablee We quite
utiderstood that, We never expecied that
it would be available, and he believed ihat
it was to come along as a Christmas box
later on,

Mr. Allen: This Chrisimas or the one
after?

Mr. MALE: In his opinion the Audit
Depariment was not the right place for
these halance sheets to be audited. Bal-
anee sheets in connection with our trad-
ing coneerns should be dealt with and
handled hy auditors aceustomed to audit-
ing the acconnts of trading concerns, and
if they were so andited, instead of it
heing months, apparently six months, he.
fore we got the halance sheets. a ron-
tinnons andit would be kept of all our
trading concerns, a weekly or fortnightly
audit as the case might require, and at
the close of the financial year, within a
reasonable time, possibly a few weeks,
we shonld get our properly andited bal-
ance sheets, and be able to erticise them
when the Estimates came down, and sav
whether they met with the approval of
this House and the eountry. Tt was
highly essential that that course should he
pursued and that this unnecessary, and
g0 far as hon. memhers were eoncerned,

unweleome delay should be aveided. Tn
eonnection with meat sales he found
under  expenditure :(—Purchases,  ete.

£26.000, incidental £2.000, fodder. ete.
£2.000, wages, ele. £2500, a total of
£32.500, against which there was an esti-
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maled revenue of sales, sales of meat he
presumed, of £35,000,

Mr. Carpenter: Good business.

Mr. MALE: In connection with this
there must be many items which should
have to appear in a balance sheet, such
a8 rent, managing charges, bad debts and
depreciation, deaths of stock and losses
of meat, and many other items which had
to be ineurred in ¢onnection with a trad-
ing coucern of that kind.  Therefore
from i1hese estimates it was impossible
for the Committee to tform a fair idea of
what the results would be. Then again,
under stock, he presumed that stock
which was killed to supply these butcher
shops, we found the items:—Travelling,
freight, cartage, ete. £950: Yamlanoola
estate, upkeep, stock, plant, ete,, £15,000;
and against thal there was a revenue
showing of £19,000, a profit of £3,050,
out of which, of eonrse, would have to be
dedueted the dtem of management, the
item of interest, interest on the Yanda-
noolka estate, the iiem of deaths—there
was bound to be a eertain number of
losses—and in connection with that he
might «ay ike Premier in his Budget ad-
vised us that some 30,000 acres of Yanda-
nogka esfate had heen set aside for use
in connection with the supply of meat to
the butcher shops, 30,000 arres purchased.
at £2 or £2 ds, per acre, and here we had
an item of £60,000 worth of land being
veserved on which to turn the stoek,
which were lo supply the hutcher shops.
Tt was an enormous item, and the inter-
est must be charged up against the shops.
Someone had to pay for it. As he had
pointed out, these items of meat trading,
huteher shops, Yandanookn estate and
vattle purchase, were all so mixed ap in
these Estimates that it was impossible
for us to arrive at any true conclusion as
to the position of affairs or as to what
the Government estimated would be the
result at the end of the finaneial year;
but he thought it was quite a foregone
conclusion that the result wonld he an
enormous loss to the country. FKarlier in
the session he had had accasion to draw
attention to the purehase of stoek hy the
(Rovernment some time ago, sfock whiech
they purchased from the Awstralian
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Bovrii Company, and in connection delivered. Suel average weight is to
with that matter the Minister in re- e caleculated at the (ime of ecach de-
plving informed him that he ‘‘might Il}\'ery, an‘d cattle received by the pur-
tell the' hon. member the other chaser witheut objection .at the time.
ty to the agreement would like are _t‘o be. taken as being of the
party € Agr ) specilie weight and accepted acecord-
io termninate it to-morrow if he were

willing. The deal is a good one and it
was made in order that we might obtain
our =upplies and {ill the steamer space.”
The AMinister =aid ihe deal was a good
one. He (Mr. Male) would like hon,
wembers (o take particular notice of
those words “the deal is a good one” He
alreitied] the deal was absolutey a good
ene, hut uufortunately not a good one
for the Minister or the eouniry, a good
one ovly for the seller, and in connection
witlt that he thought we were justified in
knowing a little bit more about that good
deal spoken of so highly hy the Minister.
Let him observe in passing that the Min-
ister was particularly carveful in intro-
ducing these Estimates to make no re-
ference to butcheries, stoek purchases, or
auyibing in econnection with the matter.

The Minister for Lands: Tt was re-
ferred (o at length by the Premier,

Mr, MALE: Tt may have been; but the
Premier dwelt uron evervihing in the
Feiirrates, and things that were not in
the Eslimaies. There were all sorts of
things in the Premier's speeeh which he
{Mr, Male) could not follow, questions
of elecirie power, alternating distri-
buters, and so on. He claimed in
eonnaction with these partienlar mat-
ters that he was not any more
iznorant than other members; but
he defied members to interpret certain
thines in the Premier’s speech without
turning up text hooks, Therefore, it was
ahsolntely rocessary when the iHems eame
on separately that Ministers should give
g another introduction and tell us some-
thing ahont (he matters whieh came under
their particular contrel. Tn connection
with this particular matter it was a fair
thing for us and the couniry to know
something about this ‘‘gzood deal,’’ and
let us take clause 1 of the agreement,
which read—

Quality.—The said cattle shell have
an average weight of 625hs, per head

ingly.
Let lim observe in passing that there
was absolulely uwo stipulation as to sex,
no mention whalever as to whether the
Government had purchased bulloeks or
cows, there was mo qualification as to
age, or whether they showd be steers, old
bullocks, or hreeding cows, or anything
else. There was uwfortunately no men-
tion of the cattle being fat, or fit for the
huteher, and as a matter of fact the only
condition menlioned in counection with
vuality was that they shouwld average
(25Ibs. live weight delivered at Wynd-
ham, That was the qualification of quality.
All the seller had to do was to put in an
old piker bullock of say 800lbs, weight
and not necessarily in eondition. and an
old cow weighing 450lbs. to get the aver-
age required by the contract. They could
he good steers or bad steers, it did not
matter, there was nothing to say that they
should be fit to kill. Tf we proceeded a
little further and came down to the ques-
tion of warraniv in the agreement we
found-— '
Warranty.—The e¢atlle as a whaole
are to he of fair merehantahle ¢ nality
and condilion and of the speeified
weight caleulated on an average hasis.
Should any dispute arise wilh regard
to the uuality, condition, or weight, the
purchaser shall nevertheless receive and
take delivery of the said caltle and
make die payment therefor as herein
agreed, and such dispute shall be re-
ferred to arbitration in accordance
with  the nrovisions in that hehalf
herein contained.
Tt had been pointed out hy him that
there was no stipulation that ihe cattle
should he fat or At for the buicher, and
this warranty merelv said that {hey
should be of “fair merchantable quality
and condition,” He had had a fair
amount of experience in the buying and
selling of stoek. and must say that in all
his expertence this was the frst time
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he had ever seen the word “merchantable”
applied or used in the sale contract note
for siock.

Mr, Foley: That is no argument that
it is wrong.

Mre, MALE: That heing the case he
had felt it his duty to look up the word
“merchantable’ in the dietionary and see
exactly where we were. He had got
Chambhers’s diclionary, one which he be-
lieved was accepled as reliable, and
there found that “merchantable” meant
“suitable Tor sale,” further “inferior to
the very best bul suitable for ordinary

purposes,”  an  interprelation which
could Dbe well placed on stove ecattle.
We therefore found that the Gov-
ernment was to vet fair merchantable

quality, lhat was svmething inferior to
the best. They had not bought the best;
they would nol buy the best as it might
<cost too mueh, They had bougxht as “fair
merchantable,” any old stuff ta do for the
people down here, anything that would
sell ur was suitable for ordinary purposes;
& wonderful agreement! “Fair merchant-
able” was an interpretation which could
well be placed on store ecattle or any cat-
tle which could be taken along and sold.
It was unfortunate after all to think
that the Government should enter into
such an agreement and that they shounld
deliberately buy ecattle which were in-
ferior to the best. Then again, appar-
ently the only thing left open to dispute
was the question of weight; there was
nothing about the question of quality.
Admitting they were diseased and un-
saleable, there might be grounds for dis-
pute. but here the only question of dis-
pute was that of weight. Delivery had to
be taken at Wyndham, and the caitle had
to be paid for. The steamer was wait-
ing at Wvndham for the cattle when
they arrvived at the port and they
had to be shipped. It was known to all
thai on the journey down cattle lost any-
thing from 80 to 120 lbs, Assuming the
cattle filled the bill af Wyndham, and
they did go G25ibs., -who in the name of
goodness would tell ns what they weighed
at Fremantle. There was no stipnlation
in the agresment as to what would he
done if a dispute arose, If there had been
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any such gualifieation, it would have been
all right, but as it was, the Government
had to take delivery, they had to receive
the cattle and pay for them.

, The Tremier: 1t is a pretty bony ani-
mal that weighs 625lbs.

My, MALIR: They were pretty bony by
the time they got down here.

Mr. Gill: Have you seen any in your
dreams?

Mr, MALK: No, bat he had seen many
in reality, and so had the Government,
and the Government did not like them.

Mr. Foley: How ean you prove that
the cattle lost weizit coming down?*

Mr, MALE: It would be very dillicult
for him to prove that the hon. member
was sane,

The Premier: It requires a sane man
to prove that,

Mr, MAUE: It has already been pointed
ont by him that it was not possible to
prove anything under this agreement.
The only thing we knew was that de-
livery had to be taken of the cattle and
that they had to be paid for. Who drew
up this agreement? Was it the handi-
work of the Minister for Lands?

The Alinister for Lands: Sir Newton
Moore drew it up.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Did he sign it%

Mr. MALE: The Minister for Lands
signed the agreement in Perth. The draft
agreement was senf to Perth, and he per-
nsed it and yet the Minister stated that
Sir Newton Moore prepared it.

Mr, Foley: You said that Sir Newton
Moore got the loan, now give him the cre-
dit for this as well.

Mr. MALE: No; he would give Sir
Newton Moore credit for having the
sense to send out a draft agreement for
the Minister for Lands and the represen-
tative of the Bovril (‘fompany to sign in
Perth.

The Premier: What is wrong with it
anyhow ?

Mr. MALE: There was no sense or sal-
vation in the agreement except for the
Bovril Company, and the Government
knew that, in spite of the fact that the
Minister for Lands told the House at the
beginning of the session that it was a
zoodt deal. Yet the Minister to-day
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was trying to erawl out of this good
deal. We had heard before that the
agreement had been made in London, but,
on perusing the papers, it was found
that such was not the case. The agree-
ment was made in Perth and with the
knowledge of the Premier and the Minis-
ter for Lands. An offer was submitted
from London to Verth by ecable, and in
reply to that the Agent General was
adviseld, presumably by the Premier, as
to whalt he eould aceept on behalf of
the Government. Kven then, after be
was advised, what did he do? Did he go
and make an agreement and sign it in
lendon? No, A draft agreement was
drawn up and sent to Perth, and it was
passed on to the officer whom we might
call the buteher’s shops stoek buying
business manager, for his eriticism. Be-
fore it was signed, this officer read it and
made a report on if. What did that busi-
ness manager, Mr, Cairns, say in connee-
tion with the agreement? In paragraph
3 of his report, Mr., Cairns wrote—

If these cattle arrive here in as good
condition as the lot from the aborigi-
nes’ station. a good result will follow.
Nevertheless, {he changed conditions
arising out of the Government taking
up Llis business mean that we will have
keen competition and the bare possi-
hility of the market being restricted
throngh any canse (such as pleuro)
whatever, will be availed of lo the ful-
lest oxtent by the trade which is openly
and furiously anfagonistie to the whole
seheme.

Further on. Mr. Cairng wrote in regard
to rhe ahattoirs—

If anything further is required to
put life inte the North Fremantle abat-
toir< seheme, it is the possibility of
these ammals having fo he killed at the
seahoard. as they are from a district
rightly or wrongly held in suspicion by
many experienced stockmen.

The Premier: Whose report is that?
Mr. MALE: Tt is the report of Mr.
Cairns.

The Premier: A canny Seotehman.
Mr. MALE: Mr. Cairns pointed out

somelhing lo ibe Vinister hefore he
signed the agreement in connection with
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these cattle, and the Premier calls him a
canny Scotchman, yet the Government
deliberately and knowingly purchased
cattle from a station outside the State,
which cattle, aceording to Mr, Cairns,
were held in suspicion by experienced
stockmen, and no safeguard whatever in
that connection was placed in the agree-
menl. [elivery had to be tuken. They
had to he paid for whether there was a
dispute or not.  What was the result ol
the trading of this good deal so eloguently
referred to by the Minister for Lands?
On the 17th  September, 300 of these
cattle were offered for sale and realised
a price somewhere abont £5 7s. 6d. On
the 24th September another 300 were
brought down and offered for sale, rea-
lising somewhere about $4 per head. On
the 15th October, anolher 300 came down
and they realised about £3 16s. 7d. per
head, These eattle cost the Government
£3 155 per head at Wyndham, and to
that price there had io be added the cost
of hringing them down, wharfage, freight,
fodder, attendance, varding, and sale and
ageney charges. Roughly speaking, there-
fore, these three shipments would shaw
the Government an average loss of £1.000
per shipment. 1t was to be hoped that
this loss would be duly shown in eonnee-
Hon with the meat shops or sfork pur-
chases. or even the Yandanocka estate, or
something or ¢ther. There were so many
aceounts that it was lhard to tell where
the figures would be found. Tt was im-
possible to follow them. Not only had we
lost sometling like £1.000 per shipment,
hut the meat was admittedly of a poor
quality, and some of it was unsaleable.
If one only referred to the sale of Gov-
ernment stock on 16/10-13—it was not
long ago—it wonld be <cen that the Gov-
crnmen( auetioneer, Mr, Cairns, said that
the explanation of the poor priee lay in
ithe Fact that there was no demand for
vlain ouality beef. }r. Cairns knew what
the position was. The market had heen
overstorked hy the Monday's sale by 500
cattle, and the condifion of the Wednes-
day’s market had avisen through the de-
sire of the (Government to get the animals
killed. Onc wondered why. The fact
that supplies from the Bovril Company
were more or less affected by plenro-pnen-
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monia, rendered it neeessary, apparently,
to get the amimals ready for gnick sale—
quick and lively, so that they would not
die in the hands of the Government.

Mr. Foley: Killed to save their lives.

Mr. MALE: Was he not quite
righl. therefore. in saving that the
meat  was  of poor quality?  The
Glovernmeni admitted that the cattle were
almost  unsaleable, and this was the
stuff—it could not be called meat—

which was provided for fhe Government
batchers shops, and whiel was distributed
for consumplion in the metropoliian area.
This was how we were assisting people
to gel cheap weat; ¢heap and nasty meat
would he more like it.  And this was the
Government which prided themselves on
the careful manner in which they did
evervthing! 1t was necessary for them to
have their own milk sapply so thal they
might supply pure wilk to the hospitals
and other instifutions. 1t was necessary
also for them to have their own meat sap-
ply for the Government institutions and
tlie publie. Where, before, tenders were
ealled for supplying the institutions, now
everything had 1o come from the Govern-
ment establishments. Ile had referred lo
the class of meal which these establish-
ments supplied.

The Premier: That siniemeni is about
as incorrect as most of your other state-
ents.

AMr. MALE: The price of meat might
Bbe reduced by thi=s method, but it eould
only be claimed that the meat was cheap
and nasty, Moreover. that meat was be-
ing brought from outside the State, and
put into open competition with the meat
grown in the State, He eould safely say
thai the meat produced in this State was
the healthiest in the world.

The Premier: The growers can do with
a little bit of healthy competition.

Mr. MALE: Tf this was an example of
the methods hy which onr finances were to
Ye straightened out he was justified in his
opposition against State enterprise.  If
this was an example of the capacity of
the (Government to run trading concerns.
then the sooner the eountry realised it the
Detter il would he. Notwilhstanding this

the Minister for Lands came along with
his State implement works.

Mr. Foley: (live us some eriticism on
that.

Mr. MALWK : How was it possible to evi-
licise something which did not exist? One
item on the HEstimates read, “Revenue to
be derived from the agyvicultural imple-
ment works, £70,000." He understood
that as a matter of faet not the whole of
that €70.040 was to come out of the ayri-
caliural implement works. 1f it was, and
if we were only (o receive one-third cash
for the implements sold, it looked as'if
an alarming amount of eapital would have
to be put intoe these works, whieh, tv make
snch a velurn, would require from a qyuar-
ter to half a million of money to run. This
woney was required for far more im-
portant purposes than to bring the State
into open vompetition with indusiries al-
ready esiablished by private enterprise.
Why should the Government run in oppo-
sjtion to our private eitizens? On the one
hand we wanted all the people we vould
acf, and on the other the Agrieultural
Rawnk and pecessarv agrieultural railways
were crying out for money. The North
was being starved for money, yvet we were
duplicating exisling enterprises.

The Tremier: And the Western .\us-
tralian Dank is going fo eclose down on
advanees, as the manager said last night,

Houn, Frank Wilsont A mosl sealhing
intlictment,

Me. MALE: As had previously heen
said. the imporiant North was absolulely
neglectesd,

The Prewmier: That is ineovrect; (he
Norih has never had sueh attention be-
fore. .

Mr. MALE: The pearling iodustry had
received alienfiun in flhe sense thal more
revente had been extraeied from it by the
flovernment.  The squatters bad had at-
tention at the hands of the Gevernment,
who had brought eattle from outside the
State {o put into open competition with
the locally grown eattle, Why, instead of
spending money on duplicaring existing
enterprises, did nol the Government do
soelling in eounsction with the establisi-
menl of freczers in the North? For many
vears past the Kimberley people had heen
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erying oul for that assistance. Private
enterprise had been choked off hy the
fear of Government competition, and
therefore il was now up to the Covern-
ment to do somellhing in this respeet.
And not only in the case of the freezers,
but in respect to other industiries in the
State, private enterprise had been choked
off with the same fear of Government in-
terference.

The Premier: Who choked private en-
terprise off the freezers?

Mr. MALE: It mattered not at all
whether it was the present or the previous
Government. Private enterprise had been
ehoked off and something should now be
done by the Govermment. On more than
one accasion the Liberal party had lost
seats at election time in consequenee of
advoenting this work, but in spite of that
and cven if it meant the loss of seats
amain, that plank would he relained in the
party’s programme.

The Premier: Why did you not estab-
lish the freezers when your party was in
power?

Mr., MALE: If the Premier liked to
take thai plank from the Liberal pariy’s
platform and aect upon it members of the
Opposition wonld he prepared to assist
him,

The Premier: Why did you not do it
vourselves?

Hon. Frank Wilson: It was on the Ks-
timates, but you stopped the ecalling for
tenders.

Mr.MALE: It was nonecessary to again
go over the ground and reproduce the
arguments for and against the work. The
world’s market was open to the pastoral-
ists as soon as their meat could be put in-
to that market. At the very time the Gov-
ernment were going outside the State for
cattle with whieh to compete against the
local cattle, the growers in the North had
to find a market for their meat. The
Government would not give the squaiters
of the North a living price for their cattle,
but preferred to buy at £3 15s. a head and
bring the cattle down here to make a loss,
The squatters of the North had the same
right to get the world’s price for their
meat as had the farmer to get the world’s
price for his wheat. Tt was not necessary
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to take up any move time, Questions af-
fecting the wheat belt, irrigation, the
Agrieultural Bank, and other sub-depari-
ments had been dealt with by other memn-
bers of the House befter able to deal with
them than was he. However, on the par-
ticular points which he had toucled he
conld speak feelingly, and when he saw
a contract made by the Government for
the purpose of securing stock, a contract
sent out here to be revised before il was
signed, such a contract, it alarmed him in-
deed for the country and for the state of
the finances. If contracts of that kind
were continued the Premier’s prediction
of a £450,000 deficit would, he was afraid.
he doubled.

Mr, A. N. PIESSE (Toodyay): Not-
withstanding the remarks of the member
for Williams-Narrogin (Mr, 1. B. John-
ston) who had assumed the role of tenth
Minister, it was a pity that the Minister
for T.ands had not thought it to make any
definite statement in regard to the hulk
handling of wheat. Presumably (hat
staternent would be fortheoming when the
Minister replied. It should not be left to
the member for Williams-Narrogin to give
to the countiry this valuable information.
We had of course a big burden in the cost
of bags, and it was time that more active
steps were taken to save this great loss.
He was glad to learn from the Minister
that it was intended to establish an agri-
enftural college, but he strongly objected
to that eollege being established at Narro-
gin, It should be in a more central posi-
tion.

The Premier: What about Toodyay?

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: Toodyay was cer-
tainly a more suitable district. But the
metropolitan vonth shounld be considered,
and for once he would sacrifiee the in-
terests of Toogdvay to those of Swan. The
college shonld be somewhere handy to the
metropolitan area, where it would serve
many sons of the workers. There was a
great desire to make the University fres,
and in all consistency this agrienltural
callege would be free, and therefore it
should be somewhere handy to the met-
Topolitan area. Narrogin seemed to be &
apecially favonred distriet. There was no
valid reason why ordinary conveniences
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sbould be stripped from other districts, as
he had pointed out on the preceding even-
ing, while privileges and benefits were
piled on to distriets who did not require
them.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: But we have the
buildings and everything ready at Narro-
gin.

Mr. A, N. PIESSE: Tbe hon. member
had again thought fit to cast serions re-
flections on members of the Opposition,
and indulge in insvlting epithets, such as
“hypocrite,” and the “so-called Liberal
party.” 1f it came to a comparison of
hypoerites, the hon, member wounld stand
a very fair chance of taking first place.
The hon, member’s repeated and uncalled
for attacks on members of the Opposition
and particutarly the member for Northam,
weare to be deprecated. The hon. member
lost no opportunity of casting reflections
upon the member for Nertham.

The CHAIRMAN: T do not know that
this is discussing the Estimates .

Mr. A. N. PTESSE: At all events it
‘was to be hoped the hon. member would
not continue in that strain, becaunse if the
light of day were to be thrown on the
official connecfion of both hon, members
with the Lands Department, it would
quickly be seen that there was little to
justify the repeated insults which were
hurled right and left by the member for
Williams-Narrogin, 1t was gratifying
‘that the Minister for Lands should have
geen fit to establish wheat breeding farms
thronghout the different distriets, That
was a good work. Greaf credit was due to
the Commissioner for the Wheat Belt in
whom the State had a popular official who
enjoyed the confidence of the farmers.
The same conld be said of the Commis-
sioner for Frnit Indnstries. Both those
gentlemen had done good work, He wonld
like to see the Government go further in
the way of experimental farms, and es-
tablish a State orchard or nursery. It
was well known that froit growers could
not tmporl vine cuttings, and it would be
nsetul if there were a State nursery for
raising a better class of grapes.

Mr. Thomas: You are a wholesale
‘socialist.
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Mr. A. N. PIESSE: 1f it was felt to
be right and proper to have State farms,
let us have also State nurseries.

The Premier: We have one.

Mr. A N, PIESSE: Of what use was
the orchard at Brunswick? From his prac-
tical lmowledge of froit growing he could
say that the Brunswick orchard would be
of little service to the industry execept in
that distriet. They might rear a plant
which would suit Brunswick, but would
not he at all soitable for the inland dis-
triets such as Northam, Toodyay, and
Katanning, The Brunswick orchard was
only of use in proving the adaptability of
a partienlar plant to that district, whereas
a State nursery would be of value to the
general community, because it would pos-
sibly produce a better elass of fruit tree
than was obtainable at the present time.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Where would you
put the nursery?

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: Not at Narrogin.
Even at Brunswick it would be quite safe.

The Premier: Why enter into com-
petition with the nurserymen?

Mr. A. N, PIESSE: Because there was
a good deal of abuse and loss inflicted on
the general community by the nursery-
men. Considerable loss had resulted from
the supply of plants not true to name, as
the member for Swan would bear witness.
The Government had seen fit to breed seed
wheat true to name, and if that was ne-
cessary and right it was also right for
the State to produce a good fruoit iree.
Private nurseries had scattered broad-
cast a very inferior class of tree, and he
limself had had a very painful experi-
ence of that nature. Much stuff was sold
which was absolutely unfitted for planting
purposes, and the time had arrived when
the present socialislic Government should
go farther.

The Premier: Hear, hear.

Mr. A. N. PTESSE: There was no-
thing of the State steamers ahout this
proposal. It would not cost the Govern-
ment anything like £1,000, and he was sure

‘it would resnlt in profit to the community

generally. As for the agrienltural imple-
ment works, he thought it would have been
better had the Government takcn_it hand
in the manufacture of fertilisers, = If
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there was any loss in that direction the
farmmer would derive the benefit, but if
there was a loss in the manufacture of im-
plements the farmer would not derive any
benefit. The Stale implement works were
a risky venlure, but it was possible that
the Government might get more profit out
of that undertaking thau out of the State
steamers and sawmills. He would like
tu bear testimony to the good work done by
Mr. Connor, the Commissioner for the
South-West, That gentleman had eon-
ferred a big benefit on todder growers by
the introduction of Berseem elover, which
had proved itself extremely profitable and
well adapted to the country. In conclu-
sion, he hoped that when the proposed
agricultural college was finally decided
upon the Government would see fit to re-
move the site to some place on the Swan
or in the Toodyay district.

Mz, TURVEY {Swan): Whilst appre-
ciating the anxiety of the member for
Toodyay to have the agricultural college
established somewliere in the Swan distriet,
ke trusted that the college would not be
built in the Swan electorate because he
had the welfare of the State at heart, and
he felt that it would be an absurdity for
any Government to think of building an
agrienltural college in a purely horti-
ealtural districi. e hoped when the Gov-
ernment did take in hand seriously the es-
tahlishment of avricultural colleges for
equipping our yvouths with an sgricul-
tural eduecation, those institutions wonld
be established in the larcer centres of the
wheat belt. He was surprised al the at-
titnde of the member for Northam in at-
tacking the Minister for Apgrieulture on
the ground that the Minister had not made
provision for a sullieient increase of the
eapital of the Agrienllural Bank, and
had not extended a=sistance from (he bank
to the farmers to the same extent as pre-
vious Governmmenis had done. That acen-
mation was particularly astounding when
one tecalled the speech made by the hon,
member some time [ast yvear, and also in
1911, when he had opposed the proposal
of the present Government to inerease the
capital of the Agrienltural Bank. On
this subject the farmers were the best
judges, and they knew perfeetly well that
the present (fovernment had done all that
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was possible to lend them a helping hand,
and lift them out of the hands of the char-
tered banks with which many of them
had become very deeply involved. The
speeclies made this evening by members on
the Opposition benches had been somewhat
confusing, One or two members had con-
gratulated the Government on the estab-
lishment of State implement works, which
those members stated they knew all along
wonld be a suceess, and other members
had been equally emphatie in saying that
the experiment was doomed to failure.
He had beet pleased to hear the Minister
say that it was his infention to arrange
for depots at various centres wlen the
works were sufficiently well established.
He hoped those depots would be arranged
for in the larger centres in the agricui-
fura] areas. It was pleasing to hear that
the Minister had been already able to
supply some machinery to the farmers at
a substantial reduction for. after all,
whilst the Government would, no doubt,
turn out a good article to the farmers, il
would he of little use to supply that good
mrticle unless they eould fulfil the pro-
mise made to the people that they would
supply implements from the State works
at a mucl cheaper rate than they had been
obtained in the past. He had been inter-
ested to hear the remarks of the member
for Williams-Narrogin on the bulk hand-
ling of wheat, and he had been surprised
at the opinion expressed by the member
for Toodyay that the Minister should have
given some definite announeement to lhe
Committee on the subject. That remark
was surprising. in view of the fact
that a commission of experts had
been appointed by Ihe Government
to deal with tlhat inatter. and that
commission  had nol  yet handed in
their report {o the Minister. The membher
for Williams-Narrogin had apparently
omitled one or iwa points in his caleu-
lations rerarding bualk bandling, Tn the
array of ligures he had presented to he
House the hon. member had made no al-
lowanre for the facl that at the present
time bags were bought every year, and
they would run out at about 1%, per bag,
and if bags were done away with it would
be fair to deduct at least 11%d. from the
present cost. Then, again, the hon. mem-
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ber had quoied a statement made by
American experts, but it should be remem-
bered that even if bulk handling were es-
tablished it would be many years hefore
we could reach the standard that obtained
in America, and even at the present time
in some of the districts in America the
farmers still utilised the bags, as they
would require to do in this State for many
years. The bags were sent to the eleva-
tors, either at the ports or at the district
receiving stations, and they were returned
to the farmer so that there was still the
cost of handling the wheat in bags. The
reduction was in the fact that the bags
were returned to the farmer, and were
used over and over again for very many
years, However, he was prepared to
allow the experts to gather all the evidence
they could in connection with this matter
and fo abide by the deecision arrived at
by the Government when the report was
received. Even in the Eastern States bulk
handling of wheat was not viewed with
general favour throwghout the agrieul-
tural districts. He noticed in some re-
ports from the Wimmera distriel that
agricultural societies were carrying mo-
tions opposing the system of the bulk
handling of wheat. The reason he was
at a loss to know, except that probably
the farmers recogmised that the initial
cost to them wonld be considerable. How-
ever, the question of the bulk handling of
wheat should reeeive the earnest consider-
ation of the Government, for sooner or
later 1t must be faced. It was pleasing
to note that the State last year exported
flour eonsiderably in excess of the quan-
tity exported in previous years. The
greater the attention devoted to the ex-
port of flanr instend of the export of
wheat, the better it would be for the
State. It was estimated that at the pre-
sent time we were importing £2,000 worth
per month of bran and pollard, which, if
{he grain were gristed in our own State,
and the flour exported, would be here
ready to he used by the farmers and dairy-
men, and wonld give a big impetns to the
dairying industry. The greater the in-
ducement that was piven by way of ex-
porting flour, the better it would be for
the State beecanse in addition there was
the enrichment of the soil which followed
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from the feeding of stock on the bi-pro-
ducts of the grain, 1t was estimated that
with every million bushels of wheat sent
out of the country, we were sending away
about £28,000 worth of fertilisers that
would have been returned to the soil if
the bi-products of the grain had been re-
tained in the State. That was a consider-
able item and was worthy of the
earnest  attention of farmers through-
out the State. The Minister should
give very serious consideration Lo
the encouragement of agricultural in-
stitntes, bureaus, or societies, whatever
they might be called, which held meetings
for the mutoal bhenefit of the farmers.
There were agricultural societies through-
out the farming centres but the opinmen
seemed fo prevail that their main fune-
tion was to hold an annual show. It would
be better for the farmers if thesa soeieties
fook a different view, and he cengratu-
lated the frunitgrowers' assoeiations
throughout ihe fruit growing areas on
their work. These associations, instead
of devoting the whole of their attenlion
to an annual show, were interesting them-
selves in the improvement of orchards,
the coping with pests, and in giving
demounstrations. He had in mind one of
these associations in the hills, the monthly
meetings of which were held alternately at
orchards where praetical demonstrations
were given by the leading fruitgrowers
of the district in pruning, thirning of
fruit and coping with pesis, and the re-
sulls were noted. Such societies ought to
receive substantial recognition from the
Minister. They needed, and were de-
serving of encouragement and when the
Minister was doling out his erants in
agricultural and horticultural societies,
he should make it a condition that those
bodies to be subsidised must show some
other result than merely the holding of
an annual show. Very little reference
had heen made doring this diseussion fo
the dairying industry. He wished to pay
a tribute to the action of some of the
dairy farmers who were setting a good*
example to many other industries hy
fostering and encouraging the co-
operative movement. He regreited that
the hon. gentlemen who somefimes ocen-
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pied the Opposition benches, and woold use every effort to foster the dairy
who posed as the friends of the farmers in their desire to provide a pure
farmers, were represented during milk sapply, and to establish on a firm
the discussion on this department basis an industry whiel: was so essential
by one hon. member, and he, the in this State, Reference had been made

member for Kimberley. It showed
the interest of these so-called farmers’
friends. On the Government side of the
House there were members who were
deeply interested in the department under
discussion, and in the welfare of the
farmers of this State. He trusted that
credit would be given to the present Gov-
ernment and to the members supporting
them for the interest they displayed in
the discussion on agricultural matters.
As regarded the co-operative movement,
the dairy farmers of Western Australia,
and particularly those in the Swan elee-
torate, were just as earnest and enthusi-
astic as the hon. member for East Perth
{Mr. Lander), who was regarded as being
almost a fapatic, the Minister for Lands,
or any man in the State, to see that the
peopie had a pure milk supply. As an
earnest of their desire in this direction,
they requested the Government to estab-
lish a central receiving depdt for milk
in Perth. In order to show that they
were quite prepared to submit the milk
to any reasonable test they asked that, if
need be, it should be fested at the dairy
farm and agaif on arrival at the depét.
He regretted that the Government eould
not see their way clear to meet the dairy
farmers in this respect. The dairy
farmers formed a co-operative society
which was still in exisience and was sup-
plving the people of the metropolitan
avea with pure milk. The dairving in-
dustry in this State had had an uphill
fight and wonld have for a considerahle
time, and it behoved any Government to
give it every possible enconragement and
assistance. Unlike the Eastern States,
Western Aunstralia had heen unable to
build up a dairying industry by the aid
of bonuses. Vietoria and others of the
Fastern States established their dairying
industry by bhonuses, given by the State
Governments. To-day it was impossible
for the State to assist in this way. Still
the Government could assist in other
directions and he hoped the WMinister

to the work of Mr. Sutton it connection
with the fxing of standard wheats. He
congratulated the Minister aid the officers
concerned on the assistance given to en-
courage sagricultural education in pri- -
mary schools. It was a step in the right
direction. In many of the country
schools the little agrieultural plots were
of great assistance to the farmers. In
many centres the farmers took a lively
interest in the school agricultural plots.
The work was performed by the children
under the supervision of the teacher, who,
by the way, was not paid very hand-
somely for the work performed, but on
that he would have something {o say
when the edueational vote was reached.
This work was highly beneficial to the
people in  the mneighbourhood of the
schools where the agricultural plots had
beeit established. Wlhen the agricaltural
college was established, as the Minister
had promised, he hoped it would stick
fo prarctical eduealion and not become a
sort of State secondary school with agri-
culture merely as a side line. When
acriceltural collexes were set up in vari-
ous parts of the State, seeine that we had
in connection with onr University a Chair
of Agricnlture filled so ably by Professor
Paterson, he hoped they wounld be utilised
for agrieultural education, and that at-
tention wonld be serionsly devoted to the
practical side of apvieultnre. If Mr.
Sutton accomplished only what he was
setting ont to do in conneetion with the
fixing of a few standard types of wheat.
he would in the years to come have earned
the gratitude of tlte farming eommunities
of the State. To-day, unfortunately, we
had our farmers not relying on any par-
tienlar type or types of wheat, but ready
te jump at conelusions perhaps rather
hastily formed by some farmer who had
got some extrgordinarv result from a
very small piece of land which had been
under cultivation with some particular
variety of wheat, The trouble most other
countries had had in this direction was -
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that they had had too many varieties, and
he believed that if Mr. Sutton was allowed
to coniinve the work he would eventually
bring down the varieties of wheat, which

were most suitable to this State, to about
half a dozen, and when he did that he
would gain the thanks of the farming
community throughont the whole of
Western Australia, With reference to
the fruit industry, he (Mr. Turvey) had
been pleased to note that last year over
70,000 cases of fruit were exported from
the State, averaging on the London
market about 10s, a case, and upen the
German markets about 15s. a ease. Need-
less to say the good price that had been
obtained on the German markets had re-
sulted in an inereased export to German
ports, and a small decreased export to
English ports during the past season.
Then again no fewer than 12,000 cases
of grapes were exported from the State
and averaged abhout 13s. a ease., The ex-
port of frnit was a matter to which the
Government should give elose and earnest
attention, and he trusted that when the
Plant Diseases Bill again came before
the House we would delete from the
measure the clause dealing with the ex-
portation of fruit from orchards infested
with San Jose scale. He knew the Com-
monwealth Government at the present
time were desirons of insisting that fruit
coming from orchards so infected should
not be exported; but the fruit itself might
not be infected. The point was that
if the orchards had the slightest trace
of Ban Jose scale, although the fruit
to be exported might not, the grower
would he prevented from exporting,
and the result wonld be disastrous
to the State. If suech a proposal
was carried into effect it would mean
the greatest set-back the fruit-grow-
ing industry had ever known and he felt
sure he coitld relv on the good sense of
members to delete the clause in question,
The For. member for Toodyay (Mr. A
N. Piesse) had referred to the necessity
for the establishment of a State nursery
in eonneection with onr fruit growing in-
dustrv. He (Mr. Turvev) was a bit of
a socialist in this direction like the hon.
member., and believed something might
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be done in the direction indicated. Last
year we imported into this State over
200,000 young irees, and this surely was
a sufficient indication of the opening there
must be for an up-te-date nursery in
Western Australia, and if we had a nurs-
ery established, whether State or other-
wise, it must minimise the possibility of
the introduction of disease into our or-
chards. San Jose seale was inftrodueed
into this State through nursery stoek im-
ported from other eountries, and in the
interests of the fruit growing industry
it was essential that the Government, if
they themselves did not undertake to have
a State nursery, should give every en-
couragement for the establishment of a
pursery for the production of young
trees. He did not want to weary the
Committee by going into the possibilities
that existed in this State for building up
the dried fruit and preserving industry.
In jams, dried fruits, and jellies we im-
ported over £100,000 worth last year, and
he believed if sunfficient encouragement
was given that tliese industries could be
built up in Western Anstralia.

The Minister for Lands: YWhat about
Doouyhrook?

My, TURVEY: One swallow did not
make a summer. It might be that Donny-
brook fell into the wvong hands, or
was started by a Government that was not
in sympathy. In either of those cases he
could quite understand it would possibly
be a failure. Reference had been made to
the substitution by the Agriecnltural De-
partment of bulletins for the Journal of
Agriculture. e believed that the Jour-
nal of Agriculture shonld be re-estah-
lished, as no doubt it would be welcomad
by praducers throughout the State., West-
ern Australia was the only State which ut
the present time did not produce such a
journal. He had noticed on the table of
the Library that one could find the agri-
cultural gazette or journal of every other
State, and whilst these bulletins were wetl
written and well produced, they were
not in his opinion of the same value as
a regular monthly journal, such as was
being run by the Eastern States, and such
25 was conducted by Western Australia
for o considerable number of years. The
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hon. member for Toodyay had also pointed
out the necessity for having varieties of
fruit trees true to name, and that under
our present system there was no guaran-
tee given to the grower that the variety
of tree he was purchasing was trne to
ngme. He (Mr. Turvey)} had seen many
hundreds of pounds wasted by fruit
growers, particularly in the initial stage.
Perhaps a man purchased some hundreds
of trees——

Mr. A. N. Piesse: Thousands,

My, TURVEY : And might bave to wait
four, five, or six years before he could
tell whether they were true to name, and
of course he had very little recourse at
law at the end of that period, Something
should be done to insist that the nursery-
man should give n guarantee that the
trees were true to name. He remembered
rather an amusing ineident which oceurred
at one of the leading horticultoral shows
last year. The judge happened to be a
prominent nurseryman in Western Aus-
tralia and at the usual function which
took place in connection with the show,
this judge, who was a prominent nursery-
man, in respohding to the toast of the
judges told those present he would like
to, offer a word or two of advice to the
growers. One of the little pieces of ad-
viee given was that if he was to come
there and judge, then it was essential, if
he was to give a correct verdiet, that the
producers should put their fruits in the
proper seclions, that was to say, they
shonlil not put one particular variety of
apple under a heading to which it did not
belong.,  That judze eame in for rather
a warm time later on. when one of the
rrowers happened to be proposing a
toast, and he pointed ont that they put
them in the proper section all right, that
was to say, if the apple was a Rome
Beauty the grower himself in entering
it for the show would put it in as a
Rome Beauty, because when he got the
tree from the nurservman who happened
to be judging it was labelled Rome
Beanty, only to find out when that same
nurseryman came along later on to judge
that it was a different variety altogether,
so while the latter might say that the
grower had made a mistake, the fault
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was really that of the nurseryman en-
tirely. In his (Mr. Turvey’s) opibion
there shonld be a State nursery.

Mr. Allen: More State enterprises?
[Mr. Male took the Chair.]

Mr. TURVEY: Before concluding he
would like to congratulate the Govern-
ment on the establishment of a demon-
stration orchard at Brunswick, but be
thonght demonsirations in orchard work
conld be better done by the societies ‘v
which he had referred, by the various
branches of the Fruit Growers’ Associa-
tion, and if the Minister would subsidise
them lhey would in their particular dis-
triets no doubt do meore in the way of
demonsiration than ecould any one par-
tienlar orchard in a remote part of the
State. He would like to pay a tribute
to the Fruit Trading Association of West-
ern Australia for the splendid exhibit of
fruit they made at the recent Royal Show,
and he believed he was safe in saying it
was the finest exhibit at that show, and
the fruit growers generally of Western
Australin who participated in making
that exhibit deserved the praise of the
whole of the people of the State.

The MINISTER TFOR LANDS
{Hon. T. H. Bath, in reply) : It was
his wish to review as hriefly and
concisely as possible, some of the

noints raised by varions spenkers. At
the same time he could not go into all the
ramifications, boeause hon. members had
Irenched on other departments over which
he bad no control. First, with refarence
to the question of providing for deprecia-
fion mentioned by the hon. member for
Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell) in regard
fo the meat stalls, he wished to say a set-
tlement of this matter was the reasun
for the delay in the presentation of the
balance sheets, He wanted te assure hon.
members that in his opinion no Govern-
ment or any Minister, could gain anything
by withholding the balance sheets when
properly prepared, from Parliament or
the publie; but in this partienlar ease it
must be remembered i1hat the Trading
Concerns Act was a new measure, and
that the whole of the procedure had to
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be initiated during the current financial
vear, and these matters had 1o be adjusted.

They were referred hetween the depart-
meut and the Treasury, and until that was
done it was impossible to comply with the
conditions of the Trading Concerns Aect.
So far as he was concerned, when these
malters were decided, he felt it was his
duty to place them before Parliament and
the public and to abide by the judgment,
and meet the criticism whieh their pre-
sentation might involve. Tn regard to the
quality of the meat, if the statement of
the member for Northam was correet, a
large number of people in the metropoli-
tan area must be affected with some kind
of lanar madness, becanse they continued
to buy it and there was no diminution
in the trade. In regard to the Yanda-
nooka estate, even if that partienlar area
were not utilised, he was of opinion that
gome similar area should be used and,
having a considerable area where stock
could be fattened to be placed on the
market during the off season, would have
a beneficial effect in maintaining & reason-
able price for meat and supplying a good
article during that off season. It was
true that in good seasons, during the sum-
mer months, there were supplies of stock
available from the Murchison and also
from the goldfields, but recently the
seasons which had been experienced had
limited this snpply, with the result that
we had been more and more dependent on
the supplies from ¥Kimberley, and on
store stock which had heen fattened and
thea placed on the market. YWith regard
to the cost of bags, no one denlored
that more than he did. Tt renresented a
severe tax on the farmer and a serious
diminution in the nett price he received
. for the wheat. He had made inguiries in
regard to the whole question and had
found the position at the present time to
he that although a counsiderably increased
area was under jute in India. the resnlt-
ant ecrop from that area showed a big
falling off over that of the previous year.
This decrease amounted to well over one
million bales of the raw material, and
as the result the quantity available fell
short of the estimated reauirements by
nearly two million bales. Those who had
not. rade arrangements wonld find a
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difficulty in securing supplies even at the
enhanced rale charged at the present
time. The agents purchasing boags at
current maricet rates eould not be mak-
ing much profit, even at the price at
which they were retailing the bags to the
publiec. The market price of raw jute
was £12 a bale dearer than it was in the
previous year, and that was of course
due to the diminished erop in India, which
was practically the sole source of sup-
ply. This brought him to the question
of the bulk handling of wheat, in con-
neetion with which the members of the
committee who were investigating the
matter were at present engaged in pre-
paring their report. He was afraid that
the member for Williams.Narrogin (Mr.
E. B. Johnston) had over-estimated the
henefits fo be seecured by bulk handling.
Tn “The Book of Wheat,” by Dondlinger,
a well known American authority, the
subject was dealt with most exhanstively,
and the writer pointed out that on the
Pacific coast wheat was handled in sacks
as in Australia, but on the Eastern coast
it was handled in bulk. The writer esti-
mated that on the whole the cost of bulk
handling was about 4 cents., or 2d. per
bushel less than dealing with it in sacks,
Mr. A. N. Piesse: Does he take into
consideration the ecost of the bags?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Al
the faets were taken into eonsideration.
Although the amount was smaller than
that mentioned by the memher for Wil-
liams-Narrogin, even that amount, it had
to be admitted, meant a big sum on the
total production of a farm.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The figures I
quoted were those of an American ex-
pert on Australian condibions,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: With
regard to the guestion of tropieal agri-
culture, it was regrettable that the gentle-
man who was appointed to deal with that
mattor was removed from the office whieh
he had ocenpied for many years, to fill
a position where there was not much scope
available for lim. After giving the
matier corsideralion. it was felt that
there was a good deal of spade work to
he done before making a permanent ap-
pointment, and that was the motive which
actuated the (Government in abolishing
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the office. What he as Minister did, was
to obtain a report from Mr. Crawford on
the question of the areas of agricultural
land which were suitable for tropical ag-
riculiure, because after all it was ngseless
having a staff and devising means for
embarking on this cultivation unless there
were areas of land available, As the re-
sult of that report notice was given to
the holders of pastoral leases and areas
where it was considered the (Government
could inaugurate those schemes, and the
notices would expire early in 1914. When
the areas were available, the Government
could utilise the services of the officers
skilled in irrigation work, and start out
on lines which would make the areas
available, and later on obtain the advice
of someone engaged in that particular
culture elsewhere, or else secure a suitable
class of settlers and offer them induce-
ments to embark on fropieal eultivation
in the North-West. With reference to
the guestion of potaioes, be had never
questioned the desire of the member

for Northam, when DMinister for
Lands, to keep ount Irish blight.
All he had said was that the

hon. member pursued a wrong method’

and whilst the present Government had
sueceeded just as well as the hon. member
in keeping out Jrish blight, it had fur-
ther sueceeded in reducing the price of
potatoes to consumers. As a matter of
faet, at the time of the election campaign,
to which the hon. member referred, in the
areas spoken of by the hon. member, the
potatd had become an ohject of worship
and adoration, and the fime was then
rapidly approaching when it would have
been only found in a museam as
an artiele which had once been con-
sumed in  Western Austiralia.  The
Government removed the embargo and
drew a line in the South-Western area
which was capable of producing
potatoes on a large seale.  The other
ports, however, were opened and, instead
of the regulation which practieally
amounted to prohibition, and which had
the effect of putting up potatoes to £35
and £40 a ton, the Government simply
spid that those who were sending potatoes
from- the Eastern States would have to
pay a reasonable inspection fee, not only
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to eover the actual cost of inspection, but
provide an insuranee fund which might
be resorted to if at any time it was found
necessary to deal with an outbreak of
Irish blight, There had been small out-
breaks receutly, but these were a recur-
rence of the ountbreaks of 1911, and were
due to a peculiar feature of the disease
which made a recurrence possible years
after the first outhreak, Im regard to
the manufacture of fertilisers, we found
that to the member for Kimbervley State
enterprises of any sort were anathema,
but on the other hand the Government
were exhorted and implored by other
members to embark on new enterprises.
What hon. members wanted to do was
practically to exclude the rest of the
State and say, yon must only embark on
State enterprises which will deal with the
agricultural industry. It would be all
right if we wiped out the goldfields and
drove all the people into the sea and said
that the ouly people we would have in
Woestern Australia were the agrienltur-
ists. It had to be remembered, however,
that the Government legislated for the
whole population and that they had to
consider all interests and endeavour not
to fail in their duty to any sectioh of the
commutnity, and that those for whom
workers' homes were devised, were en-
titled to as mueh consideration as the ag-
riculturists. The Government would be
failing in their duty and showing a par-
tiality which econld not be condoned, if
they devoted their attention solely to the
agricnltoral community. With regard to
the remarks of the member for Kimber-
ley on the subject of the agreement with
the Bovril Company, when he (the Min-
ister) stated by interjection that it had
been arranged by the Agent General, he
had stated what was correet. It was true
that the agreement was ultimately sent
out to be signed, but the offer in the first
place came {hrough the Agent (eneral.
Then negotiations took place and the
Government stated just what was re-
guired; not only that beasts of a certain
weight and price were wanted, but in-
formation was sent that they were to be,
not store cattle, but stock which -could
immediately be put on the market. With
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there instraclions the agreement was ne-
gotinled by the Agent General on behalf
of the (lovernment, and it was afterwards
sent ont (v the State.

[Mr. MeDowall reswmed the ('huir.)

Mr. Allen: Were you bound to sign the
agreement jn that form?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.
Jand he was prepared to say, that perhaps
in an agreement of ‘that kind, every loop-
‘hole of escape or opportunity for getting
behind it was not elosed. The knowledge
ihat one inevitably gained convineed him
that some scheme was neeessary for util-
ising the large number of ecattle which
were fo be found to-day in the northern
areas of (his Riate and also in the North-
ern Territory country which was adjacent
and which made use of our ports. But
“the diffienity the Government had to en-
connter was that private enterprise was
uswally on fthe look-ont for lucrative
srhemes and was not prepared to take up
this «cheme on an independent basis,
Thev =aid they were prepared to erect the
works. hut they wanted lo do it on such
ternis as wounld make the Government
" practically take all the risk and pay a
“substaniial eontribution to private enter-
prive, The Government had always been
prepared to econsider any reasonable
seheme pot forward by those interested
in the industry.

Mr, Male: The Minister for Works
eondemned any scheme.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No,
the Minister for Works had merely con-
demned the proposal for freezers. The
question of the utilisation of ecaltle was
not exclnsively confined to freezing. We
conld still continue with advantage to
bring down the type of ecattle which
wounld be frozen or chilled under the pro-
posal of the member for Kimberley. But

- what he had in mind were those ecattle
which it would not pay to bring down,
~ which should go to canning. If such a
scherze could be utilised withount involv-
ing too large an outlay or the giving of
unreasonable muarantees then the Gov-
erntaent would endorse it, Even suppos-
ing that the freezing and ehilling works
wonld be of advantage, a difficulty was
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encountered in regard to the provision of
a water supply at an eslimated cost
which made it the must expensive part
of the scheme. The Pnblic Works De-
partment had not vet been able fo devise
a scheme for the supply of the necessary
wafer at a reasonable rate. As to the es-
tahlishment of an agrienltural college,
he was personally of the opinion {hat
Brunswick was a more ideal place than

Narrogin for sueh an institntion,. We
conld ihere lave a mueh imore di-
verse ourrienlum and give a more
diversified proclieal instruction than
at any other place mentioned as a
site for an agricultural college. While

that was only his own individual opinion,
the ¢uestion must come up for considera-
tion wiliin the next vear or !‘wo, when
the opinions of those conneected with the
University, as well as the officers of the
Fducation Department, would he given
shie ennsideration. With regard to the re-
warks of the member for Swan (Mr, Tur-
vey) it was desired merely to reter to
the question of the work aceomplished by
the dairy farmers through their co-gper-
ative association, - He recognised the ad-
vantage of co-operation, and that they
had made a practical step in the right
direction. Me was anxious and hopeful
that they would sueceed, Quite recently
he had asked the Commissioner of the
Sonth-West to make inquiries and ascer-
tain liow the seheme was advancing. The
question of establishing a depot was
bound up with that of te estalilishment
of refrigerating works. There were no
means of providing accommodation at
the existing refrigerating works, for the
department was there merely on suffer-
ance until the Railway Department should
require the land. When that time came
it would bhe necessarv to eslablish refri-
meraling works, and he had promised
that the dairy farmers would then be
provided with a depot.

This concluded the general debate on
the Department of Apriculture and In-
dustries; vofes and items disenssed as
follow :—

Vole—dgriculture and Industries gen-
erally, £17,003:
Ttem. TIndustries clerk, £225:
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Me. A, N. PIESSE: It was understood
that this ofticer, with a proespeet of rising
to a salary of £270, was bheing kepi at
£228.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: On
the closing of the Melbourne Agency this
officer had retwrmed to the State, and
was loaned by the Lands Department to
the Agricultural Department to look after
the question of industry. His work was
to assist the local manufacturers in find-
ing markets for their produce, and gencr-
ally to give encouragement 1o loeal in-
dustrial concerns. His servicas had been
utilised also in the preparalion of ex-
hibits for the Royal Show, THe was a
very zealous and capable officer, and the
salary was as fixed in the elassificalion.

Ttem, Library, literature and bulleting,
£650:

Mr. MALE: How did this compare
with the cost of the Journal of Agricul-
ture! Was there any saving in working
it in this way instead of publishing the
journal ¥

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
eost of publishing the journal hail been
ahout equivalent to the amount against
this item. While the ordinary bulletins
were issued free, he had decided that in
the case of more pretentions handbooks
a small charge should be made. T{ was
intended to issue a handbook of agricul-
ture prepared by the irrigation expert.
and for this o small charge would be
made, which, while leading to a greater
appreciation of the work, wonld also
serve to reimburse the department for
the cost.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—~Development of TWheat
£6,315—agreed to.

Vote—Decelopmant  of
£6,632:

Ttem, Importation and distribution of
seed potatoes, £1,000:

Mr, MALT : There had been some con-
siderable loss in connecticn with that im-
portation. Did the Minister think the
amount he had shown would he sufficient
to cover it?

The MINISTER TOR LANDS: The
item was in addition to & payment made

Relt,

South-West,
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in the preceding year. This amonul re-
presented the balance necessary to clear
up the aecount. The imporiation of pota-
toes represented a loss largely due to
the fact Lhat, owing to difficulty in secur-
ing a partial relaxation of the Federal
quarantine regulations, the introduciion
of lhe potatoes had heen delayed. Messrs,
Sutton & Son, from whom the potatoes
were obtained, had strongly advised
against bringing them oui at the lime,
owing tu 1he eondition of the potatoes at
time of despatch. The firtn had acted in
the same way in conncetion with a smaller
importation made on hchalf of one of
our larger potato growers., Although the
department had not been fully recouped,
largely because thé shipment was a litile
above requirements, and because the
sclieme had been adopted of planting
the potatoes on shaves, yet the vesnlt had
been of great advanlage to Lhe State in
that we now had some thousands of acres
planted with the progeny of these seeds.
It was the knowledae thal this seed was
now available in Western Australia which
was bringing inquiries from the Fastern
Stales, In any future importations the
department would adopt the method of
having them planied on areas prepared
by the department, and supervising the
whole of the planting, insiead of sending
them oul on shares. Tlespite Lhe assur-
ances of growers thalt the land to be
planted was free from froat it had heen
subsequently discovered that the plants
were hadly altacked by frost, and a severs
loss had been suslained in the Albany dis-
trict owing to the erops being fluoded,
Vate put and passed.

Vote—Dervelopment  of
iries, £6,259:

Ttem, Commissioner of Fruit Indnstries,
£756:

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: Once more he
would impress upon the Minister the uses
lessness from an educalional point of
view of establishing an orchard at Bruns
wick. Suech a scheme was practically
worlhless to the State. Tt would be much
belter iff the department worked on the
lines followed by the South Austrahan
Government, and earried out experiments
with different classes of fruit. e had

Fruit Fadus-
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had the privilege of ouwing over the ex-
perimental plots in that Slate, aml they
had an enormous number of varieties of
different classes of fruit. Those plots
must eventually prove of immense valne
to Lhe State,

The Minister for Lands: We are doing
the same thing at Brunswick.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: The Brunswick
plot was referred to as an orchard, and
there was a difference between an orchard
and an experimental plantation. If it
were carried on as an experimental or-
chard and nursery combined, greater bene-
fit would be derived.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In
this matter the Commissioner of Fruit In-
dustries was very keenly interested, and
onc of the objeets in establishing the or-
chard at Drupnswick was to test a large
number of varieties. That was one of the
recommendations which the Minister had
made and which he was earrying out in
conneetion with that orchard. ¥e was not
prepared to establish suech orchards i a
number of centres because he thought it
was preferable to bave the test at Bruns-
wick, and then have a field day such as
had been held recently at Nangeenan, and
run those mterested up at excursion fares
in order that they might have the benefit
of seeing what was being done.

My, MALE: Why was the item of
£10,000 for advances against shipments
of Fruit not repeated on this year’s Esti-
mates? Was it because this provision had
not been availed of9

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: That
was s0. The Commissioner of Fruit In-
dustries had been approached with the re-
quest that the department should provide
a sum for advaneces against frnit for ex-
port, but as there had been no response
when the Government provided the
amount and thers had been no expendi-
ture from that item. the idea had been
abandoned, and it had not been considerad
advisable to repeat the itemn on this year's
Estimates. The commissioner and he had
been somewhat disappointed, bat natur-
ally the froit grower had the right to ex-
ercise his own choice as to the manner in
whiel: he would export his frit,

' Vote put and passed.
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Votes — Governmen!  Refrigeraling
Wotks, .tbattoirs, Sale Yards and Mar-
lets, K£i1,788; Rabbits and Vermin
Boards, £17,381—agreed to,

Vote—Stock, £21,143:

Ttem, Veterinary Sorgeons, £1,188:

Mr, GILL: Complaint had been made
that no provision had been made for vel-
erinary surgeons to qualify, and that tliere
was no possibility of any person yualified
in the State petting a diploma or eer-
tificate,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
University had made provision fo a cer-
tain exieunb by the appointment of a les-
turer in veterinary science, more with the
ohject for the time being of having a gen-
tleman with professional skill available to
visit the agrienltural districts and lecture
to the farmers, That was the work in
which My, Weston was now engaged. The
question of extension, in the direction of
providing means of instruction, had nol
yet been dealt with by the University, and
was entirely dependent on the funds at the
disposal of the University. Hon. mem-
bers would understand that this would be
a very expensive department to the Uni-
versity and would require expensive ap-
paratus and equipment in order that in-
struction might be imparted in a way
which would qualify students to secure
diplomas. For the time being there was
no likelibood of that instruction being
provided in conneetion with the Univer-
sity.

Mr. Gill: But the cowmplaint is that
there is no means by which persons al-
ready qualified can he examined.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Pro-
vision had been made for the eertification
of veterinary surgeons under the heading
of qualification as well as service, and he
bad no knowledge that they had not bean
afforded an opportunity of proving their
qualification. He wounld note the maiter
and bave inguiries made.

Ttem, Stock, Incidental, including trav-
elling, freight, cartage, eteetera, £050:

Mr. MALE: Would the Minister ex-
plain what this item was for?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
item was necessitated by the fact that all
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purchiases of slock for Government depact-
ments were carried ont through (he Agri-
cultural Depariment, Departments had
to submit their requests through the Stock
Department to him as Minisier for Agri-
¢ulture, and they had {o be approved and
provided by Mr. Weir as head of that de-
pariment. This amonnt provided for
travelling expenses as well as freight an
the horses to and from various jobs,

ftem, Yandanooka Esiate, upkeep,
stock, plant, eteetera, including wages,
£15,000:

Mr. MALE: Did this amonnt inelude
the cost of the stock taken to Yandanooka,
as well as wages and other things?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
Vote put and passed.

Vote— Agricultural Implemeni Works,
ele., L64,568:

Item, Manager £504:

Mr. E. B, JOIINSTON: The Govern-
ment should  be  congratulated on the
work already carried out in that they
hiad the right man in the right place.
The estimaled revenue was £70,000, and
as the work was entirely new and there
was a large capital expenditure, the
manager had no small responsibility. The
Minister recognised the value of this
officer more than any other member of
the House. He (Mr. Johnston) thought
fhe manager should be paid at least £700
a vear. In view of the imporiance of
the position to the State he hoped a lar-
ger snlary wonld he paid.

Mr. MALE: The title of this division
was slightly misleading inasmuch as it
included the manufacture of other mach-
inery besides agriculiural implements.

The Minister for Lands: That is in-
¢Inded in the etcetera.

Mr. MALE: Tt had alarmed him to
think ihat £70,000 was to represent only
one-third of the sales. The Minister
shonld explain that the works would
manufacture meters and other things.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
manager’s salary represented the
amount at which he was engaged. Since
his appointment the responsibility had
been largely inecreased, and Mr. Davis
had an assurance from him (the Minis-

[ASSEMBLY.]

ter) that the position would he reviewed
and a more adequate salary would be
paid, Mr. Davis was enlering into the
work in a very patriotic spirit and de-
sived to have ilie works actually poing,
and probably a readjnstment would be
made as from the beginning of Jannary
next. It was expeeted (hat the works
would be started some time during Janu-
ary, and lre hoped tn see the member for
Kimberley present at the opening, not-
withslanding lis distaste for State en-
terprises. Tie title was somewhat mis-
leading in that, amalgamated with the
agricultnral implement works would be
the existing harbour works. The Works
Department had intended to establish
separate works wilh separate manage-
ment and under separate control, and it
was decided that the two should be amal-
gomated in the works at Rocky Bay.
'This would give more stability and regu-
larity to the work. If there wag a fall-
ing off in the demand for agrienltural
implements, a farge number of men need
not he put off as there would be work
for the wvarions departments {o keep
them occupied. There were two powell-
ising plants, one completed and in course
of erection and the other half completed.
Two gantry eranes and a travelling
erane were being mannfactured for the
Harbonr Trust and were appreaching
complelion, There was considerable
work to be carried out and the Govern-
ment would be i a position to do it
more expeditiously and economiecally at
the works at Roeky Bay.

‘Vote put and passed.

Vote—Agricultural DBank,
agreed to.

This completed the Estimates of the
Department of Agriculture and Indns-
tries,

Progress reported.

£17,897—

House adjourned at 10.47 p.m.



